
 

 

Newsletter, February 2021 
 

Website: www.salfordu3a.com 
Email: salfordu3a@gmail.com 

Phone: 07375 779023 

Our next monthly Social by Zoom: Friday 19th February at 10.00 
 

Speaker: Jim Holmes, documentary photographer. Topic: Japan: bowing to tradition 
 

Please book your place using the email address above, by Wednesday 17th February 

 
Salford u3a news 
The AGM, 29th January, 2021, was attended by 
51 members. This was Marlene Evans’ last time 
chairing our u3a as she has reached the end of 
her 5-year term. Marlene has put endless time 
and energy into Salford u3a and the 
Committee and Brian Pearson rounded off the 
meeting with a vote of thanks. Mark Child, 
another Committee member who has made a 
huge contribution, has also stepped down. 
They will both remain active in Salford u3a. 
 

Thanks again, Marlene & Mark 
 

The following members were elected to serve 
on the Committee for the coming year.  
 

Janet Ball – Social Secretary 
Ken Ball – Membership Secretary  
Alan Corbett – Vice chair 
Judith Gibson – Committee member 
Mary McBride – Secretary  
Bill Newham – GM Network link 
John Newton – Groups’ Co-ordinator 
Pat Newton – Treasurer  
Brian Pearson – Chair  
Sue Ralph – Vice chair 
Carolyn Siddall – Speakers’ Secretary 
Andy Scutt – IT Secretary 

 

At our first meeting we agreed roles and 
responsibilities between us, as listed above.  
 

As a Committee, we’ll do our best to keep you 
informed and involved, whatever way we can. 
We’re finding our way around obstacles, just as 
you all are, and discovering new skills we never 
had or needed way back in February 2020. 
Virtual meetings can never match meeting in 
person but they can go some small way to 
maintaining the friendships and interests that 
our Groups are based on.  
 

Contacting Committee members  
 

In the interests of online privacy and security 
and of data protection, you’ll see that our 
personal contact details are being removed 
from the website. This is considered best 
practice within u3a and more widely for 
community organisations.  
 

As far as we know, personal details have never 
been abused but there is always scope for that 
to happen with anything that’s shared with 7.5 
billion people on a world wide web.  
 

You’ll see our shared phone and email contact 
in the newsletter header. We’ll reply to emails 
and return your calls as quickly as possible.     
 

Saving the best to the last: 
scroll down to the end to see  

us all at our first meeting 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

http://www.salfordu3a.com/
mailto:salfordu3a@gmail.com


 

News from Groups 

Groups are at the heart of u3a and there’s so 
much that we can do now, rather than wishing 
and waiting for restrictions to end. 
 

The Poetry Group is 
restarting on Zoom, 
hosted by Alan Corbett. He 
has contacted all group 
members on email and will shortly have a start 
date. It is open to other members to join so, if 
you’re interested, please email the address 
above, with Poetry in the subject line, and Alan 
will get back to you.   
 

As the Luncheon Group hasn’t 
been able to lunch together for 

12 months, Judith Gibson is 
inviting members to meet up 

for a monthly coffee morning. The table is 
open-ended so let Judith know if you’d like to 

have your coffee in good company.   
 

Italian Beginners starts on 25th 
February for 8 weekly 
meetings, following a free, 
online course by 
www.futurelearn.com If you’d 
like to join, contact Mary McBride on the email 
the address above, with Italian as the subject.   

 
Brian Pearson will be hosting a 

Zoom meeting for the Short 
walks Group. Expect your 

invitation soon.  
 
 

Other Groups staying active 
 

The three Book Clubs meet regularly, as does 
Local History and French, using Zoom. The 
Quiz Convenors send round weekly challenges 
to keep our brains active. The Walking Groups 
have kept going in groups of up to six, when 
that has been allowed. 
 

It looks as though the Groups who are meeting 
are mainly “talking” ones. How could Zoom 
work for the “doing” Groups?  
 

Here are a few thoughts from me, as a non-
member: - 
- Meeting regularly to update each other 

about what you’ve been doing and making 
- You can share the screen to see each 

other’s work and ask for suggestions or 
advice 

- Follow an online garden tour, gallery tour 
or talk from a specialist in your area of 
interest and then discuss it: there are 
numerous short videos you could watch 
together 

- For games, discuss strategy and set each 
other puzzles and challenges; experienced 
members helping newer ones 

- If theatre is your thing, watch a play, film or 
TV programme and then come together to 
review it 

Would any of those ideas be feasible? 
 

There’s so much potential for keeping Groups 
alive and active until we can meet in person so, 
if your Group isn’t currently meeting, why not 
contact your Convenor and offer your help to 
get the Group together on Zoom?  
 
Andy Scutt will offer any backup needed and 
you can use the u3a account. 
Training in hosting Zoom meetings 
is on offer from u3a nationally and 
regionally. It really isn’t difficult 
and, if it helps you keep the connections and 
interest going, what do you have to lose? 
 

Contact John Newton with any suggestions for 
new Groups or restarting existing ones, and 
Andy Scutt for IT and technical support with 
using Zoom. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

http://www.futurelearn.com/


 

NW Regional u3a 
https://u3asites.org.uk/north-west/home 
To keep up to date with regional activities, sign 
up for the quarterly newsletter. 
Their Second Tuesday talk for March is Happy 
ever after? The history of fairy stories in art 
and literature.  
Their next Zoom training is 24th February. 
 

National u3a 
https://www.u3a.org.uk/ 
There’s a range of online events, tutorials and 
short courses. These are booked up quickly so 
keep an eye on the Events page.  
Talks coming up include Wellbeing in Nature, 
The Drifting Continents: a Lesson in Geology 
and FIRE! A Century of the Volunteer Fire 
Brigade. 
 

Photographers, look out for u3a Eye, a project 
with a different theme each fortnight. It would 
be great to see some Salford pictures in there. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Contributions and feedback welcome 
The newsletter will be circulated the second 
week of each month. Please send items and 
comments to Mary McBride at 
salfordu3a@gmail.com or phone me, if you 
aren’t online. 
 

Book club members, what have you been 
reading? How about a book review? 
Art appreciators, can you suggest a virtual 
gallery tour we night enjoy? 
Bird watchers, how are your garden visitors 
doing? Anything unusual? 
Walkers, do you have any local walks to share? 
 

Photos welcome: please confirm that any 
people who are identifiable have given 
permission for their photo to be included in 
the newsletter, which will be posted on the 
website and so shared more widely. 

** What about a ‘Where is this?’ mystery 

photo, or hidden places in Salford? ** 
 

 
   ** Here’s your starter, from Brian Pearson  

    – where is this? ** 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Bits and pieces  
 

The Ripple Project: ‘telling stories of the 
COVID-19 lockdown and shaping a vision for a 
less isolated and lonely world beyond it …’ 
Contributions are invited in the form of a 3-
minute story, recorded on your phone or 
tablet. There’s an emphasis on bridging gaps 
between older and younger generations so 
why not have a go with one of the younger 
members of your family? 
www.therippleproject.co.uk  
 
Buile Hill Mansion Association is running a 
competition for the best photo of the mansion 
and park. Closing date 28th February. Post your 
photo on their Facebook page. 
 

I’ve recently come across the Salford Wildlife 
Facebook Group – someone told me about it 
on a canal-side walk. They share some brilliant 
wildlife photos, alongside some ‘lively’ 
discussion about how our wildlife is treated, so 
be prepared for forceful views.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

https://u3asites.org.uk/north-west/home
https://www.u3a.org.uk/
mailto:salfordu3a@gmail.com
http://www.therippleproject.co.uk/


 

And finally …. 
Alan Corbett shared this poem. “Some years ago, I was asked to give the eulogy at a friend’s funeral, I 
hadn't done anything like this before, but I was able to put some words together which I felt were 
appropriate. I ended with this poem which I hoped would help those present to relate not only to our 
friend’s life, but also to enable them, in that moment, to reflect on their thoughts and feelings” 
 

Sometimes, by Sheenagh Pugh 
 

Sometimes things don’t go, after all, 
from bad to worse. Some years, muscadel 
faces down frost; green thrives; the crops don’t fail, 
sometimes a man aims high, and all goes well. 
 

A people will sometimes step back from war;  
elect an honest man, decide they care 
enough, that they cannot leave some stranger poor. 
Some men become what they were born for. 
 

Sometimes our best efforts do not go 
Amiss, sometimes we do as we meant to. 
The sun will sometimes melt a field of sorrow 
That seemed hard frozen: may it happen for you. 

 

 

If you need the newsletter in larger print, or if there is anything 
about it that makes it difficult to read, please let us know 


