
 

 

Newsletter, April 2021 
 

Website: www.salfordu3a.com 
Email: salfordu3a@gmail.com 

Phone: 07375 779023 

Our next monthly Social by Zoom: Friday 16th April at 10.00 

A musical morning with Fool’s Gold    https://www.foolsgoldacoustic.co.uk/  

You will receive the Zoom link via email from Ken Ball by 15th April 

Following on from last month’s talk … 
This was our biggest turnout yet for a Zoom 
meeting. Sending the link to everyone worked well 
so we will continue to do it this way, and we had 
our first member dialling in from a landline. 
Feel free to invite friends to our online socials: just 
let us know so that Brian can give them a welcome. 
 

Sheila Thomas came across this contemporary 
report when preparing a talk for the Local History 
group. Let’s hope we’ll all be able to enjoy a 
crowded Town Hall meeting some time soon. 
 

The passing of the Manchester Ship Canal 
Bill was greeted with much enthusiasm in the 
Borough of Eccles. Not only was an ox-roast 
prepared, but a lengthy procession around the town 
was organised and an evening reception took place 
in the Town Hall. These events took place when 
Daniel Adamson, Chairman of the Manchester Ship 
Canal Provisional Committee, arrived at Eccles 
Station following his successful mission to London.  

The Eccles Journal on 4th September, 1885, 
describes the crowded Town Hall meeting and the 
hearty reception that was given to Mr. Adamson 
with this introduction, "We offer you our most 
sincere congratulations upon the marked success 
which has crowned your arduous efforts in the 
conduct of a parliamentary struggle unprecedented 
in the history of private bill legislation in this 
country."  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Contacting the Committee and Convenors 

Please see contact details above.  
We’ll reply to any messages,  

by phone or email, as quickly as possible. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Jackie Brookes sent these photos of a glass 

commemorating the opening of the Ship Canal. 
It belonged to her great aunt, Lily Worrall,  

who lived in Bury.  
Lily was born in 1896, two years after the Ship 
Canal opened, and died in 1985, so the glass 

presumably belonged to her parents before her. 
She worked in the cotton mill in Bury so the 

Ship Canal must have had a big influence on 
her work and the town’s prosperity. 

 

By popular request, Janet Ball will look into the 
possibility of a trip on the steamship “The Danny” 

for one of our future outings. 
It operates on the river Weaver and has featured in 

the TV series, Great Canal Journeys. 

http://www.salfordu3a.com/
mailto:salfordu3a@gmail.com


 

Your 
help 

needed 

Janet Ball. I joined the U3A when I retired 
to go walking and meet new friends. I was 
made so welcome I have never looked 
back. Five years ago, I was invited to join 
the committee and shortly afterwards 
became the social secretary. I have really 
enjoyed planning and organising trips and 
holidays. The last twelve months have 
been very difficult for us all not least the 
tourist industry and trying to re-organise 
trips has been very challenging. I can’t 
wait to meet up with everyone again and 
finally go on all our planned excursions. 

 

Updates from the Committee 
Bill Newham has decided to step down from the 
Committee after several years. He will still be an 
active u3a member and have more time to spend 
on his poetry writing and other interests.  

Many thanks to Bill for all his work on the 

Committee, and for Salford u3a.  
 

We’re putting together a plan to 
publicise Salford u3a and 

grow our membership, and this 
calls for particular skills that we 
don’t have in the Committee.  

Is there anyone out there with a PR, media or 
marketing background who could help with 
designing materials, issuing press releases and 
identifying routes to reach our target audience?  

If so, we need you, so please contact us. Thanks 
 

Membership subs for this year 
These have been set at £10 for all members, new, 
renewing or associate. We will not be collecting any 
money before June and will let you know the 
arrangements when these have been agreed. 
 

Using Zoom 
Please be aware there are frequent updates and 
check periodically that you have the most recent. 
Remember, you can dial in to a Zoom meeting from 
a landline, and can hear and be heard.  
 

Meeting safely 
Now that outdoor groups are starting to meet up, 
and with a view to the future, the following note 
will be added to each Group page on the website. 

All dates in this programme are provisional and 
based on our understanding of the UK 

Government’s plan to gradually ease pandemic 
restrictions. As such, they are subject to change. 

Any member who is feeling ill or displaying COVID-
19 symptoms must NOT participate. 

Check out the website for all recent updates, 
including the Useful Links page.  
 

Looking forward 
Do you have any ideas for a new activity group? 
Anything new you’d like to see Salford u3a doing? 
Let us know and we’ll help you test out the level of 
interest and start a group up. 

  
News from Groups 
Convenors’ meeting, 24th March 
This year’s Convenors’ meeting was a bit different: 
no tea and cakes but still a good opportunity to 
catch up and share notes.  
21 Activity Groups were represented, all of whom 
have kept group interaction going via Zoom, 
WhatsApp or phone. Brian Pearson thanked 
everyone for their hard work and gave an update on 
the stages moving out of lockdown and what 
groups will need to consider. Some groups, such as 
Mah Jong and Bridge, where members sit close 
together and touch tiles or cards, will have more 
challenges than others. 
Convenors will meet again prior to the lifting of all 
restrictions to look at how groups will manage the 
new situation and how they will respond to a 
growing or shrinking membership in the year ahead. 
 

Art Appreciation  
Beverley Robinson brought the 
group together on Zoom last 
month, with 11 members 
attending. If all goes to plan, 
they will have their first physical meeting on 23rd 
June, a walking tour of Salford.  
Meanwhile, they have online meetings planned for 
April and May to put together a programme for the 
rest of the year. If you would like to join those 
meetings and find out more about the group, please 
contact Beverley. It will be helpful to know the level 
of interest for future visits.   



 

Ken Ball. About 7 years ago I was invited 
by one of my golfing buddies to go on a 
walk he was leading for something called 
the u3a. I went along really enjoyed it and 
look where it’s got me now.  
Joining the committee 5 years ago has 
allowed me to become more involved and 
being membership secretary for the last 
few years, I have been able to get to know 
many more of our members not just those 
in the walking group. 
 

Mary McBride. I joined 4 years ago, to find 
people to go walking with, and what a 
friendly bunch they were. I went on to join 
the French group and recently Beginners’ 
Italian. I’m happy that my groups have all 
been “live” throughout the past year. 
I joined the Committee in 2020. As Secretary, 
I’m a contact point for the u3a and within the 
Committee and particularly enjoy putting this 
newsletter together. I look forward to us 
growing and flourishing in the future. 

Science The group had its first Zoom 
meeting with twelve members hearing a 
talk from guest speaker, Leigh Edwards. 
Leigh’s presentation, The Human 

Microbiome, included fascinating information on 
the number and range of micro-organisms living on 
us and in us. There is much still to be learned about 
the role of the gut microbiome in our physical and 
mental wellbeing, and great opportunities for 
targeted medical care.  
Tops tips for looking after your microbiome:- 
- Get rid of dishcloths and tea towels, to avoid 

moving unwelcome bugs around the kitchen 
- Go for variety in what you eat: Prof Tim Spector 

recommends 30 different plants a week 
Contact Convenor, Geoff Anthony, to find out more 
about the group and join future meetings. 
 

Keeping our Groups going 
The majority of our groups are now meeting, or 
planning to meet, via Zoom. It’s unclear when our 
meeting venues will be available and there is plenty 
of spare capacity on our Zoom licence so, if your 
group hasn’t yet met, do think about it, even if just 
for a chat and a catch up. We can help you get 
started.  

 

 
 

Other news and what’s on 
Local elections on 6th May: the last day 
for applying for a postal vote is Tuesday, 
20th April. For an application form, go to  
www.salford.gov.uk/postalvote , email 
elections@salford.gov.uk or phone 0161 793 2500 
 

 

Slow Ways https://slowways.uk/ is a project to 
create a network of walking routes that connect all 
of Great Britain’s towns, cities and villages. 

Volunteers have 
produced a first 
draft of the Slow 

Ways map and the next step will be for people to 
try it out and give feedback on the routes.  
The project will have a ‘soft launch’ from 23rd April 
to 3rd May, when you will be able to choose, walk 
and review a route.  
 

 

** Where in Salford is this? ** 

 
   ** Last month’s mystery photo was the corner of the 

bandstand in Parr Fold Park, Walkden.  

Harold Heywood and Marjorie Gee came up with the 

answer, and Harold has provided this month’s challenge.  

Please let us have your photos, mystery or otherwise ** 

 
 

http://www.salford.gov.uk/postalvote
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Sue Ralph. Following semi-retirement, 
Salford U3A offered me exactly what I was 
looking for...walking and birdwatching. 
From day one I was made most welcome 
and felt very comfortable amongst my new 
companions. The friendships I have formed 
have been wonderful. I have given two 
presentations to the Friday morning social 
group, one being on the beautiful gorillas of 
Rwanda, and have enjoyed a well organised 
U3A holiday. 
I've joined the committee to give 
something back to an organisation that has 
meant so much to me, and to help reach 
out to encourage potential new members. 
 
 
 

Pat Newton. I have been a member of 
Salford u3a for four years.  I’m a member 
of the walking, quiz, luncheon club and 
theatre groups.   
I joined the Committee in 2021 and have 
been appointed Treasurer. I am getting to 
grips with all that involves and looking 
forward to the future when we come out 
of lockdown and can carry on with our 
normal u3a life. 

If you’re after inspiration for your garden, 
take a virtual garden tour, courtesy of 
the National Open Gardens Scheme. 

We’ll soon be able to visit open gardens 
but this will give you a sneak preview. 

https://ngs.org.uk/virtual-garden-visits/ 
 

 
Members of the walking group taking advantage  

of relaxed restrictions on 29th March.  

Spot the bottle of bubbly  

 

 

 

Alan’s getting quizzical 
Alan Corbett has been circulating weekly quiz 
questions to members of the Quiz groups, and 
others, for the past year. He’s going to do a mini-
quiz each month for our newsletter.  

This month, it’s 60s pop. Thanks, Alan 

1. Sunny Afternoon was a hit in 1966 for which 
group?  
2. Who topped the charts in 1967 with Please 
Release Me and The Last Waltz?  
3. Who had a 1964 hit with Baby Love?   
4. In which song did Desmond have a barrow in the 
market place?  
5. Which singer had hits with I Say a Little 
Prayer and Respect?  
6. What was the first UK No.1 hit for the Beach 
Boys?  
7. Those Were the Days was a 1968 hit for which 
Welsh singer?  
8. Which group had a 1963 hit with You'll Never 
Walk Alone?  
9.  Which singer starred in the 1968 film Funny 
Girl?   
10. What was the first UK No.1 hit for The Monkees? 

 

https://ngs.org.uk/virtual-garden-visits/

