
 

 

Newsletter, May 2021 
 

Website: www.salfordu3a.com 
Email: salfordu3a@gmail.com 

Phone: 07375 779023 

Our next monthly Social by Zoom: Friday 21st May at 10.00 

Susan Barnett: Sandringham Secrets   

Stories of the Royals at their private Norfolk home, with secrets of their art and treasures 

You will receive the Zoom link via email from Ken Ball by 20th May 

Following on from last month’s talk … 
… with north east connections, we have photos 
from Guy, Carole, Marjorie, and Jean of holidays in 
that area, including a walking group holiday based 
in Alnmouth in 2012. 

 
 

 
 

 

Keep us updated 
If you change your address, phone number or email, 

please let Membership Secretary, Ken Ball, know so we 
can keep in touch with you 

 

Our website 
Please note current and past copies of the newsletter  
can be found on the Latest News page of the website. 

The Useful Links page has had a refresh  
and displays many new website links that  

you may find interesting. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

How are our Groups doing? 
The ethos of u3a groups is learning together for 
fun, and enjoying each others’ company.  
The key word is together. We don’t have 
leaders, we all have equal input into our groups, 
and equal responsibility to make them work.  
 

There does need to be some co-ordination so 
we have convenors, to be a contact point for 
members, new enquirers and the Groups’ Co-
ordinator, as well as collecting money at regular 
meetings towards the cost of venue hire. It isn’t 
a big job but, for some reason, members can be 
reluctant to step forward and take their turn.  
 

On the other hand, the convenor’s job can 
become a big job if members don’t all take a 
turn to come up with ideas and lead meetings. 
It’s about active participation and sharing the 
load so please, when a vacancy arises or a new 
group is proposed, do think about offering. And, 
as our groups start meeting again in person, 
let’s go forward in that spirit. 
 

What do you think? 

http://www.salfordu3a.com/
mailto:salfordu3a@gmail.com


 

Groups update 
The Art appreciation group Zoom 
meeting was attended by nine 
members who discussed various 
programmes and online exhibitions 

they had seen or heard about. This has been shared 
with members who were unable to attend. 
Their next meeting will be on May 26th at Heaton 
Park, meeting in front of Heaton Hall at 10.30, if 
weather permits. If not, they will revert to a Zoom 
meeting. Convenor, Beverley Robinson, will let the 
group know the day before, and other members of 
u3a will be welcome to join them. They will be 
planning future meetings and venues to visit so, if 
this interests you, please let Beverley know. 
 

The Beginners’ Italian group are having 
a pause after their online meetings and 
planning to continue as a face to face 
group when that can be arranged. 
There have been a couple of enquiries and anyone 
else at beginner level will be most welcome to join.  
Contact Mary McBride. 
 

Proposed new group 
How about something musical?  
The idea of a ukulele group has been 
raised before but has never taken off. 
Alan and Pam have done a “turn” in 

the past, new member, Brian, was in a ukulele 
group in another u3a, and others have expressed 
interest. What about you? The next step would be 
for interested members to meet up to discuss the 
feasibility of it and see where it goes from there. 
Let us know if it’s something you fancy: who knows, 
you could be our Christmas entertainment! 
 

Convenor changes 
Sylvia Young has stepped down as 
convenor of the Handicraft group and 
Jeanette Duffy will be taking over.  
Thanks to Sylvia for all that she has 

put into the group over the years, and best wishes 
to Jeanette in her new role.  
 

Convenor needed: Frances Healey is stepping down 
as convenor of the Family History group. Thanks 

to Frances for her work for the group. 

The group has 18 members and meetings cover a 
wide range of topics to help members researching 
their family history. As it’s a big group, there’s sure 
to be someone who is willing to take over as 
convenor: if not, the group will close, which would 
be a great shame.  
If you are willing to fill the gap, contact Groups’ Co- 
cover ordinator, John Newton, who will help you 
take the group forward.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

** Where in Salford is this? ** 

 
   ** Last month’s mystery was the Peel building  

at Salford Quays. ** 

Carol Bowler came up with the answer.  

Alan Corbett has supplied this month’s photo. 

Please let us have your photos, mystery or otherwise  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

National u3a www.u3a.org.uk 

Check out the national programmes with everything 
from World Cuisine Cookery Challenge to Grow 
Your Own, via Pets of the Furred Age, Maths 
Challenge and Around the World in 80 Words. 
https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/national-
programmes 

http://www.u3a.org.uk/
https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/national-programmes
https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/national-programmes


 

Nature and wildlife around us 
 

 
Spring is here and we can meet up outdoors and in 
gardens so here are some things to try out. 
Photo credits to Brian, Guy and Mary. 
 

The RSPB is setting up a Salford Local 
Group. Currently this is a Facebook group: 
keep an eye out for further developments 

https://www.facebook.com/RSPBSalfordLocalGroup
/?ref=page_internal  
 

 
 

Manchester Flower Show – a city-wide trail of floral 
displays, green installations, and entertainment – 
runs from 29th May to 6th June. Maybe it’s time for a 
trip into Manchester. Tel: 0161 408 1128 
https://www.manchestersfinest.com/featured/com
ing-soon-the-manchester-flower-show-2021/  
 

Here's a video 
introducing 
Salford/Kersal 
Wetlands 
https://youtu.be/wC
-yjQemBmU  
The wetlands were 
developed in order to reduce flooding and are now 
proving to be a haven for wildlife. The 3km trail is 
an easy walk, with level access for wheelchairs and 
buggies.  
 

Lancashire, Manchester and North 
Merseyside Wildlife Trust has 38 
nature reserves and is running a 30 
Days Wild challenge throughout June  

https://www.lancswt.org.uk/ Tel: 01772 324129 
 

Salford Ranger Team works 
throughout Salford’s parks and 
green spaces to make them safer, 
cleaner and greener. From bat 
walks to litter picks and local 
walks, they will be growing their 
programme of activities in the 
coming months. 
https://www.facebook.com/Salfo
rdRangerTeam/?ref=page_intern
al   Tel: 0161 793 4291 
 

Wild Justice is a campaigning 
organisation led by Chris 
Packham and two other 
conservationists, using the 

legal system to stand up for wildlife throughout the 
UK. Recent campaigns have been about lead levels 
in game meat, eliminating cruelty in chicken rearing 
and making wildlife crime a priority in policing plans 
https://wildjustice.org.uk/  
 

RHS Bridgewater opens 
on 18th May and Salford 
residents can visit free 
of charge on Tuesdays 
for the first year. Many 
of us have visited during 
the development of the 
garden but seeing the 
finished article will be 
something special. If you missed BBC’s Great 
Northern Garden Build, you’ll find it on iPlayer. 
 

City of Trees is delivering a 
green recovery and tackling 
the climate emergency by 

planting trees and restoring woodlands for the 
people and wildlife of Greater Manchester. They 
have regular dementia friendly woodlands walks 
and other events such as sketching workshops.  
Tel: 0161 872 1660 https://www.cityoftrees.org.uk/  

 

https://www.facebook.com/RSPBSalfordLocalGroup/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/RSPBSalfordLocalGroup/?ref=page_internal
https://www.manchestersfinest.com/featured/coming-soon-the-manchester-flower-show-2021/
https://www.manchestersfinest.com/featured/coming-soon-the-manchester-flower-show-2021/
https://youtu.be/wC-yjQemBmU
https://youtu.be/wC-yjQemBmU
https://www.lancswt.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/SalfordRangerTeam/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/SalfordRangerTeam/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/SalfordRangerTeam/?ref=page_internal
https://wildjustice.org.uk/
https://www.cityoftrees.org.uk/


 

Alan’s quiz: pot luck 
1. Queens Park Rangers football team are based at 

which ground?  
2. Ice Station Zebra is a 1963 novel by which 

author? 
3. “Que?” was the catchphrase of which 1970s 

sitcom character? 
4. Imelda Staunton provided the voice for which 

character in the Paddington films?  
5. Queen Elizabeth 1 was the daughter of which of 

Henry VIII’s wives? 
6. Indira Ghandi first became Prime Minister of 

India in which decade? 
7. Quinn Fabray was a character in which musical 

TV series? 
8. Islamabad is the capital of which country? 
9. Quince is a carpenter in which of Shakespeare’s 

plays? 
10. Into the Woods is a musical with songs written 

by which composer? 
Last month’s answers (though you’re sure to have 
got them: Alan was being kind with his first quiz). 
1. The Kinks. 2. Engelbert Humperdinck. 3. The 
Supremes. 4. Ob-La-Di, Ob-La-Da. 5. Aretha Franklin. 
6. Good Vibrations. 7. Mary Hopkin. 8. Gerry and the 
Pacemakers. 9. Barbra Streisand. 10. I’m a Believer 
 

Our creative u3a members 
 

 
Mark Child with some of his woodwork projects 

                                         
 

 

How should I? 
 

How should I live my remaining years? 
Shall I be me? Embracing excitement, 
Rejoicing in the thrill of choice and judgement? 
Or shall I sit quietly checking my pulse 
Making sure I live longer, my blood meandering  
Aimlessly and not racing to the beat? 
 

Somewhere in between?  Slurrishing through the 
swamp 
Of mediocrity, maybe learning to soak up the 
sunlight, 
Getting by on only one in two events I planned,  
To actually listen to the song of birds. 
It’s becoming more attractive, this long life. 
This contemplation of immortality.  

Diana  Davison 
 
 

The Show Must Go On 
 

There’s a hand in the air 
Of a person dressed in purple, selling programmes 
 I can recall the names, 
The Quays, the Lyric, the Studio, and the Shows 
 

Collecting and checking tickets 
The welcoming smiles of the volunteers 
Showing you where to take your seats 
The “ Sorry”, “ Thank you”, “That’s great” “ There’s 
always one” 
The remarks made by those 
Who for whatever reason arrive later than me, 
As we get up and down from our seats. 
 

I recall, family and friends smiling 
As the lights dim and the curtain rises 
The saved for, anticipated, waited for ….. 
marvellous shows. 
 

What happens now?  
How do we share the same joy, humour, laughter, 
thought provoking moments, 
That shows at the theatre gave us. 
I can only recall and revisit these moments for now 
Until the curtain rises once again and somebody 
says.. 
 

“Break a leg” 
  

Janet Maynard 

 


