
 

 

Newsletter, August 2021 
 

Website: www.salfordu3a.com 
Email: salfordu3a@gmail.com 

Phone: 07375 779023 

Our monthly Social: 10.00, Friday 20th August >>>Buile Hill Park Hall<<< 

Speaker: Philip Caine: from Barrow to Baghdad 

Monthly socials 
There was a good attendance for our July meeting, 
with an excellent presentation about the Shipman 
investigation. Speaker, Sarah Kelly, was GM Police 
Press Officer at the time and gave a fascinating 
insight into the investigation and trial, and 
particularly relationships with the press.  
She asked for her fee to be given to Maggie’s 
Manchester as she’s a regular supporter and 
fundraiser. Our Speakers’ Secretary, Carolyn Siddall, 
received the following acknowledgement. 
 

Dear Carolyn 
  
Thank you so much for your donation of £70 to 
Maggie’s Manchester after the talk to your group 
from our lovely supporter Sarah Kelly she really is 
fab! Your support means so much to us and the 
people who come through our doors. 
  
People with cancer are now having to cope with lack 
of access to treatment, fears around becoming 
unwell, increased problems with finances and the 
emotional distress of isolation, on top of the huge 
strain and anxiety of cancer itself. Maggie’s 
Manchester has been here for everyone throughout 
the pandemic with our professional team quickly 
adapting to giving vital support by phone and video 
technology as well as keeping our centre open 
safely for people to come in, have a cup of tea and 
talk face to face with someone who will listen. 
  
Thank you for helping us keep our doors open and if 
you know anyone who needs our support, please do 
ask them to contact us. 
  
Very best wishes 
  
Ruth and all at Maggie’s Manchester 

https://www.maggies.org/our-centres/maggies-
manchester/ 

On this day: 16th August 

1819: the Peterloo Massacre 

1888: birth of T E Lawrence (of Arabia) 

1977: death of Elvis 

1986: Lady in Red was number 1 single, 

True Blue was number 1 album and …  

Salford u3a was born! 
 

We’re celebrating our 35 years and a joyful 

return to meeting in person with an Anniversary 

Lunch on Thursday, 23rd September at Elm Bank 

Masonic Lodge in Eccles. 
 

We will put together a display of 

u3a activities past and present – 

or at least we will if you come up 

with the goods!! – so please look 

through your photos and materials 

to help make this a day to remember. 
 

You’ll find the booking form on our website. 

Please return it to Janet Ball asap or bring it to 

the August monthly social at Buile Hill.  

Cheques payable to Salford u3a, please. 
  

We’re also celebrating by relaunching our 

website on 16th August. 

Andy Scutt is introducing 

some new pages and 

enhancing many existing 

ones with more photos and even some audio. Plus, 

a refreshed look to the whole site. Note that the 

website is likely to be unavailable on Sunday 15th 

so please check it out from the 16th (the Latest 

News page will have info on what's changed) and 

do let us know what you think. 

http://www.salfordu3a.com/
mailto:salfordu3a@gmail.com
https://www.maggies.org/our-centres/maggies-manchester/
https://www.maggies.org/our-centres/maggies-manchester/
https://salfordu3a.com/events/#anniversary_lunch


 

Thank you 
A big thank to all those members who have kept the 
spirit of monthly socials going over the past 9 
months when we have been dependent on Zoom. 
We can grumble about its limitations 
but it has enabled us to keep interests 
and friendships alive so thank you 
Zoom and thank you Zoomers.   
 

And, for the first time in 18 months, we’ll be 
meeting in person in August and looking forward 

to seeing you all at Buile Hill Park Hall. 
It’s a large venue that can accommodate up to 150 

guests so we hope you’ll feel confident about 
coming along to hearing our speaker in person. 

 

Doors open at 10.00. Our Meeters and Greeters will 
direct you when you arrive, to avoid bottlenecks. 
We’ll ask you to sign in, and there will be a desk for 
Ken Ball to collect your subs (if you haven’t already 
paid) and for Janet Ball to collect your bookings and 
cheques for our Annual/Anniversary Lunch.  
 

Parking: as you drive into the park, bear left and 
you will find a large car park: the surface isn’t great 
but it appears well used by park visitors. There is 
also parking in front of the Hall which may be best 
left for members with mobility difficulties. 

 

***Looking after ourselves and each other*** 
We all know how to do this, now. 

Please don’t attend if you are feeling unwell in any 
way, or if you have recently been in close contact 
with anyone who has been unwell with COVID-19 
or any of the other bugs that are doing the rounds 

e.g. Norovirus. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

We were sorry to hear of the recent death of 
longstanding u3a member, Albert Barron, at the 
age of 94.  
 

Albert lived in Walkden, near Blackleach Country 
Park. He and his wife, who passed away a few years 
ago, were avid cruisers and he was an accomplished 
bridge player. Albert had been battling cancer for 
some time but had been an active member of the 
Bridge Group right up to the first lockdown.  
Our sympathies to all who knew Albert. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Group news 

 

Previous photos of the walking groups have had  
a rather rosy glow: here is a more realistic one, 
subtitled Mad dogs and Englishmen go out onto 

Winter Hill (Bill Newham’s suggestion) 
 

Speaking of Winter Hill … The Working Class 
Movement Library has a talk (online and in person) 
on 15th September, marking the 125th anniversary 
of the Mass Trespass of Winter Hill, the biggest 
rights of way campaign in British history. 
https://www.wcml.org.uk/events/  
A commemorative march will take place on 5th 
September: details from this closed Facebook group  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/811210656375
192  

 

Walking with dogs will meet on the second Tuesday 
of each month at the cooler-for-dogs time of 4p.m. 
Join the next walk at Blackleach Country Park car 
park, John St., Walkden on 7th September. 
All welcome, with or without a dog. Blackleach is a 
great place for a walk, on two legs or four. 
 

Groups restarting 
If you’re a member of one of 
our interest groups that meets 
in Gateway premises, you may 
have heard from your convenor 
that these are not currently 
available for community groups.  
Convenors will be identifying suitable alternative 
venues to bring you back together again. If you 
have any suggestions, do let your convenor know 
and offer your help to get things moving. 
 

We should have more news to share about group 
plans in the September newsletter. 

https://www.wcml.org.uk/events/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/811210656375192
https://www.facebook.com/groups/811210656375192


 

A great day out in Liverpool 
Well, it was only 15 months late but our dynamic 
duo, Janet and Ken Ball, never lost faith and they 
finally got us there. 35 members had a brilliant day 
in Liverpool touring the Liver Building, exploring the 
city, strolling along the waterfront and lunching 
aboard ship. Many thanks to Janet and Ken for their 
persistence and for superb organisation on the day. 
 

 
 

National u3a events 
https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/educational-events  
Some forthcoming highlights:- 
Friday Watercolour Painters: four weekly 
interactive tutorials starting 20th August at 2p.m.  
Veg on Fire: live cookery demonstration with tips 
for the perfect vegetarian BBQ, 16th August at 10.30 
Mathematical surprises – a curious maths quiz: talk 
and Q&A session, 9th September at 2p.m. 
 

Have you heard of the Virtual u3a?  
https://vu3a.org/  
It seems that, while many of us only 
connected with u3a virtually when the 

pandemic obliged us to, the Virtual 
branch has been active since 2003, with the aim of 
reaching members who are isolated through 
location, illness or immobility – though all are 
welcome. They have an impressive 50+ groups that 
its members can visit and contribute to.  

 

Alan’s quiz: Musicals 
1. The lyrics “It’s just a jump to the left and a step 

to the right” feature in which musical? 
2. Which 1978 film featured John Travolta and 

Olivia Newton-John? 
3. Who played Marius in the 2012 version of Les 

Misérables? 
4. Which musical featured the song The Surrey 

with the Fringe on Top? 
5. From which musical does the song Ol’ Man River 

come? 
6. Glinda and Elphaba are the main characters in 

which musical? 
7. Jersey Boys follows the fortunes of which real-

life group? 
8. Younger than Springtime is a song from which 

musical? 
9. Who starred in the 1969 film musical Sweet 

Charity? 
 

Last month’s answers  1. Argo 2. Queen Mary 3. 
Mary Rose 4. Mary Celeste 5. Douglas 6. Boaty 
McBoatface 7. RRS Sir David Attenborough 8. Santa 
Maria 9. Southampton 10. Hydrofoil 

 

** Where in Salford is this? ** 

 

   Last month’s mystery photo from Brian Pearson was  

the top of Worsley Court House, which no-one guessed,  

or owned up to. 

 

https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/educational-events
https://vu3a.org/


 

Coming up ….. 
This gem on our doorstep, 
Lancashire Mining Museum,  is 
well worth a visit and they are 
hosting a Makers’ Market on 29th 
and 30th August. If you haven’t 

visited recently (or at all), you will see the last 
surviving headgear on the Lancashire coalfield, the 
engine house, memorial lamp with eternal flame, 
and younger members of the family might enjoy a 
ride on the mini-train. All put together and 
managed by an impressive team of volunteers.  
https://lancashireminingmuseum.org/   
01942 895942 (answerphone) 

 
 

Events at RHS Bridgewater: Cactus 
World Live, 28th and 29th August, 
Growing Edibles Indoors workshop, 
18th September, plus all the interest 
of the garden moving into autumn.  

 

Entries are invited for the RHS Photography 
Competition 2022, with numerous categories 
including a young photographer award.  
https://www.rhs.org.uk/promotions/rhs-photo-
competition  
 
 

       This year’s Heritage Open Days  
are 10th – 17th September.  
Some Salford highlights are  

- a tour around the edible garden of the Working 
Class Movement Library: Friday, 10th September  

- a game of croquet, visit to allotments and 
history at Buile Hill Park: multiple dates  

- and several of our local churches. 
 

A little further afield, there’s the Transport Museum 
in Cheetham Hill, the Mechanics Institute in 
Manchester, birthplace of the TUC, and the Fairfield 
Moravian Settlement in Droylsden. 
 

Find out more at 
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/  
Tel: 07870 364703 or 07770 740299. 
 
Outdoor theatre and music 
See Visit Salford for information about the 
following https://www.visitsalford.info/events/ 
- The Pantaloons Theatre Company performing 

Pride and Prejudice, outdoors at Ordsall Hall on 
Saturday, 4th September 

- Outreach Opera with La Boheme, outdoors at 
Ordsall Hall on Saturday, 11th September 

- Paines Plough, in association with The Lowry, 
with  Roundabout In Victoria Park, Swinton, 
from 9th – 12th September: theatre and free 
community events for all ages 

- Langworthy Live, 10th and 11th September, has 
live music in local shops each evening 

- Irlam Live, featuring Sophie Ellis Bextor, Martin 
Kemp, D:ream and many more: 17th – 19th 
September in Prince’s Park 

 

NHS COVID Pass 
The NHS COVID Pass shows your vaccination details 
or test results. The simplest way to get a Pass is by 
ringing 119 and requesting a paper version: this 
doesn’t have an expiry date whereas the digital 
version is only valid for 30 days.  
 

We don’t yet know all that the Pass will be required 
for but at least you can be confident about getting 
into a rave or Premier League match this autumn.  
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-
19/covid-pass/ 
 

https://lancashireminingmuseum.org/
https://www.rhs.org.uk/promotions/rhs-photo-competition
https://www.rhs.org.uk/promotions/rhs-photo-competition
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/
https://www.visitsalford.info/events/
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https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/covid-pass/

