
 

 

Newsletter, September 2021 
 

Website: www.salfordu3a.com 
Email: salfordu3a@gmail.com 

Phone: 07375 779023 

Our monthly social: 10.00, Friday 17th September >>>Buile Hill Park Hall<<< 

Speaker: Salford u3a Photography Club 

Monthly Socials 
At last, we meet in person!  
66 members attended the August meeting, the first 
opportunity we’ve had to all meet under one roof 
since February 2020. What a welcome change from 
seeing each other on a little square screen. 
There was a lot of catching up plus a very 
entertaining speaker, Philip Caine, whose varied 
working life has taken him around the world and 
back again to his home town of Barrow, where he 
embarked on a career as an author at 65 – there’s 
hope for us all yet! 

 

 
Long time, no see 

September’s meeting will be at Buile Hill again.  
By popular request, there will be biscuits, as well as 
tea and coffee. The downside is that we’ll be asking 
for the usual £1 sub on the day, towards costs.  
 

There’ll be a presentation by our Photography Club 
– 5 years of photography around the area, with 
200+ photos to show for it – and we’ll have some 
time to talk about ideas for the future and how 
you’d like to see Salford u3a grow and develop.  
  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Our anniversary lunch, celebrating 35 years of 

Salford u3a, is proving very popular.  

If you haven’t yet booked, 

contact Janet Ball or 

bring your booking form 

and payment along to our 

September meeting.  

We’re looking forward to 

getting together on Thursday, 23rd September 

at Elm Bank Masonic Lodge, Eccles, for lunch, live 

entertainment and memories of Salford u3a over 

the years. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
If you haven’t yet renewed your membership  

for 2021, you can bring your subs to the September 
meeting, post them to Ken Ball or forward them  

via a convenor of any group you belong to, if that is 
convenient for them. Thank you. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

***Looking after ourselves and each other*** 
A reminder for all our meetings: 

please don’t attend if you are feeling unwell or if 
you have recently been in close contact with 

anyone who has COVID-19 or any of the other  
bugs that are doing the rounds e.g. Norovirus. 

http://www.salfordu3a.com/
mailto:salfordu3a@gmail.com


 

**New Group** 
The ever-popular Theatre Group now 

has a waiting list of five and growing, 
so it’s time to start a second one.  

If you’re interested, please let convenor 

Linda Weir know. Linda can then put 
everyone in touch with each other, to 

meet up and make plans. 

 

Group updates 
The following groups are meeting in person or have 
meetings planned,  many of them at new venues as 
Gateways are unavailable:-  Art appreciation, Bird 
watching, Book clubs 1-3, Exploring Greater 
Manchester, French, Gardening, Handicraft, Local 
history, Luncheon group, Paint and Sketch, 
Photography, Poetry, Quilting, Science, Scrabble, 
Table tennis, Theatre and all the Walking groups 

including Walking with dogs. 
Art Appreciation on their latest outing 

 

Italian Beginners is restarting in early 
October: new members welcome.  
They will start from scratch and go at 
a pace everyone is comfortable with. 
Contact Mary McBride. 
 

Quilting group raffle 

 
This beautiful quilt has been put together by our 
very talented quilters. They are launching a raffle 
for the quilt, a hamper and several other prizes. 
Tickets will be on sale at monthly Socials, with the 
draw at our Christmas meeting.  
Please give them your support: if you can sell tickets 
among your friends, that will be appreciated. 
Contact Florence McCarthy. 
 

 
Photography club at Blackleach 

 

 

** Where in Salford  

is this? ** 

   

 Last month’s mystery 

photo was in Buile Hill 

Park 

 
 



 

An invitation from Eccles Community Choir 
Eccles Community Choir has kept the 
music going via Zoom over the last 18 
months. Now they are holding their 
first concert since Christmas 2019, 
singing their favourites. 

Eccles Parish Church  
Friday, 17th September at 7.30pm 

Tickets £5 on the door: refreshments available.  
Proceeds to the restoration of the chancel floor.  
 

If you fancy joining a choir, singing 
for pleasure in good company, Eccles 
CC will give you a warm welcome.  

No auditions, just come along to a rehearsal and 
give it a go. Rehearsals are every Tuesday evening, 
7-9, at Holy Cross Hall, 370 Liverpool Road, Eccles. 
Choir blog: https://ecclescommunitychoir.com/ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

This month’s quiz is courtesy of Christine 
Whitefoot, Convenor of the Local History Group 
1. If you got ‘divi’ on your purchases, where would 

you be shopping? 
2. Name the Patricroft-born aviation engineer who 

made the first powered flight in an all-British 
machine in 1909. 

3. Name the famous artist who lived for many 
years on Station Road, Swinton. 

4. You may know where the Red Lion, White Lion 
and Golden Lion are, but where is the Blue Lion? 

5. What clock still strikes 13 at 1 o’clock? 
6. Which well known product started life in 1908 

as ‘Vimtronic’? 
7. Where is the highest geographical point in 

Walkden? 
8. Name the infamous historical person who has 

been connected with Ordsall Hall? (There is a 
street named after this person next to the Hall) 

9. In which year did Queen Victoria first visit 
Worsley – 1846, 1851 or 1894? 

10. Walkden Monument commemorates the first 
Countess of Ellesmere: what was her first 
name? 

Last month’s answers  1. The Rocky Horror Show 2. 
Grease 3. Eddie Redmayne 4. Oklahoma! 5. Show 
Boat 6. Wicked 7. The Four Seasons 8. Sount Pacific 
9. Shirley MacLaine 10. Sir Tim Rice 

Walking together 
 

Sandy lanes and dusty tracks 
Well worn boots and plastic macs 
Rosebay Willowherb across the kerb 
The lingering smell of garlic herb 
Birds that swoop in open skies, 
Natural beauty before our eyes 
 

Be there, just feel the peace and calm 
We’ll walk together across the farm 
Through fields of wild grass 
Where sheep graze and cattle pass 
Bees hover and butterflies dance 
Lost in their own romance. 
 

We’ll find the footpaths along the way 
Passing golden fields and bales of hay. 
You turn and smile, then climb the stile 
We’ve walked together the extra mile. 
 

We stop, then turn and gather round 
And place our rucksacks on the ground. 
We sit beside a quiet lake 
Enjoying our tea and slice of cake. 
 

The time has come for us to go 
We look towards the view below. 
Our group will meet on other days 
As we walk on our separate ways. 

Janet Maynard, 2021 

 

Boothstown Village Hall is taking part  
in this year’s Heritage Open Days, at 10-4 
on Saturday and 12-4 on Sunday, 11th 
& 12th September.  
The hall opened as a primary school in 1874. There 
will be a display of school archives, plus maps, 
photographs and memorabilia of old Boothstown.  
Information about other venues open from 10th – 
17th Sept:  https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/  

Salford Walking Festival  
runs throughout October. 

There’s great variety from bat walks to fungi, 
mindfulness to tree trails. If anyone tries out 
the Nordic walking, maybe that could be a 

new addition to our walking groups. 
https://www.visitsalford.info/media/1905/walki

ng-festival-2021.pdf 
 

https://ecclescommunitychoir.com/
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/
https://www.visitsalford.info/media/1905/walking-festival-2021.pdf
https://www.visitsalford.info/media/1905/walking-festival-2021.pdf


 

Kynren, the Bowes Museum and Beamish  
On the 4th – 5th September, a group of intrepid 
members travelled north for an unforgettable 
weekend of interest and spectacle. Despite two 
unavoidable cancellations, it was well worth the 
wait.  
We left Worsley early on 
Saturday and travelled 
to Bowes Museum, at 
Barnard Castle. The 
museum was the life’s 
work of John and 
Joséphine Bowes who 
together dreamed up an 
unlikely ambition, a 
huge, purpose built 
museum in rural 
Teesdale. The 
magnificent building 
which houses the 
museum is in the style of 
a French chateau. 
In the evening we travelled to Bishop Auckland 
where we watched a truly awe inspiring open air 
show, “An epic tale of England”.  

Beginning with the Druids 
and taking the audience 
through a rapidly changing 
tableau of significant 
periods of our history, 
ending with the birth of 
the NHS and Welfare 
State. Every aspect of the 
show was impressive, the 
lighting, sound and special 
effects, the choreography 
and seamless scene changes were amazing.  

 
The actor Kevin Whately was the narrator, and a 
cast of at least two hundred created an 
unforgettable experience, ending with a spectacular 
firework display. 

 
On Sunday we were taken to Beamish, “The Living 
Museum of the North” with an unscheduled stop at 
the Angel of the North, we spent the afternoon 
wandering around the impressive and thought 
provoking displays. 

 
I know I speak on behalf of all those who were on 
this trip when I offer a sincere thank you to Janet 
and Ken Ball for organising this trip, their best yet, 
with more to come next year. 

(Report: Alan Corbett; photos: Marjorie Gee, 
 Angela Hellewell and Janet Ball:  

see more in the photo gallery on our website) 


