
 

 

Newsletter, November 2021 
 

Website: www.salfordu3a.com 
Email: salfordu3a@gmail.com 

Phone: 07375 779023 

Our monthly social: 10.00, Friday 19th November >>>Elm Bank Masonic Lodge<<< 

Speaker: Dr Cliff Lansley: The basics of lie detection 

Follow up from the membership survey 
A huge thank you to everyone who responded at 
the September meeting or from last month’s 
newsletter. We had 77 replies, over 25% of the 
membership, which is pretty impressive.  
 

Here's what we’re doing in response 
 

1. New Groups 
Theatre 2 and Sunday Lunch club have planning 
meetings this month and will be “live” soon. 
Contact Mary McBride (07769 603293) for Theatre 
2 and Sue Ralph/Lynn Taylor ( 07812 391863/ 
ralphsue41@outlook.com) for Sunday Lunch 
 

Ukulele: Brian Shorten has found a teacher and a 
venue. For groups where tuition is needed, the 
cost will be shared between the members of that 
group, as agreed by members in the recent survey. 
The cost for the first six weeks of the ukulele group 
will be approx. £24, depending on the number 
finally signing up, and Brian will collect that from 
everyone at the first meeting, or prior. It’s hoped 
that after the six weeks, the group will be 
developing and learning together without needing 
further tuition, and the cost to members will then 
be the usual nominal sum to help cover room hire. 
Brian will be contacting everyone who has 
expressed interest: anyone else who would like to 
give it a go can contact him on 07941 392729.  
 

The next stage will be to bring members together 
who are interested in Music/Concerts, Wine 
appreciation and Cinema. We have plenty of 
interest in each of these so if you’d like to take the 
lead, you’d be very welcome: a Committee 
member will work with you, if that would help. 
 

2. Making new members welcome 
Welcome meetings have 
restarted at RHS Bridgewater, 
and are proving to be a great 
way to introduce new 
members to all that Salford 
u3a has to offer.  

 

At our monthly meetings, we have an enlarged 
Meet and Greet team to welcome new arrivals, get 
them a cuppa, make sure they’re checked in and 
then find them a friendly face to sit with.  

This is where everyone has a part to play. 
We all like to meet up with our friends but it would 
be appreciated if you could give a warm welcome 
to anyone new who is introduced to you. If you’re 
saving seats for friends, please pull up another so 
no-one spends their first meeting feeling like a 
spare part, on the fringes. Thank you. 
 

3. Information day 
Thanks for your suggestions. We’re planning for 
Spring and will update you nearer the time.  
 

At the November meeting … 
… Mark Child will be selling copies of his book, 
Francis Egerton, 1st Earl of Ellesmere: the 
Bridgewater Connection. Price £10 
… Judith Gibson will have a collection box for used 
postage stamps (and at future monthly meetings) 
… Florence McCarthy will be selling raffle tickets 
for the beautiful quilt made by the Quilting group: 
sales have gone very well so if you haven’t yet 
bought a ticket – or if you’d like another – don’t 
miss out. 
 

Thank you from Mark, Judith and Florence. 
 
 

http://www.salfordu3a.com/
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Updates from Groups 
All our Groups are back in action and Gateway 

Centres are reopening to community groups this 

month. Some Groups are moving back, while 

others have found alternative accommodation 

that suit them better. Convenors have been 

informed and will be discussing the options with 

their Groups. 
 

Andy Scutt has added a new feature to the website 

– a weekly view of Groups’ meeting times.  

Please check it when new Groups are being set up 

https://salfordu3a.com/groups/  

 

The Bridge group is looking for new members, 

now they have started up again.  

Here’s a message from Convenor, Andy Scutt. 
 

“We're a friendly group who play on a weekly basis 

on Thursday afternoons at St Paul's in Walkden. 

It's very informal and we have variable levels of 

experience and skills. If you've played bridge 

before, that's great. If not, don't worry, we'll teach 

you. Anyone interested can get in touch with me 

on 07794 515829.” 
 

Quiz 2 was just getting going as the pandemic 

started so they’re looking for new members.  

They meet at the United Reformed Church in 

Swinton: the venue is accessible, there is parking 

on site and nearby and it is on bus routes. The next 

meeting is 2pm on 16th November. Contact Alan 

Corbett for more information on 0161 281 5605. 
 

Book Club 1 enjoyed a visit to some Manchester 

Literature Festival events at Central Library. They 

saw Ingrid Perssaud and Monique Roffey – both 

Trinidadian authors and Costa award winners – as 

well as Booker Prize winner, Bernardine Evaristo.  

A glass of Prosecco to recap went down nicely in 

the bar, later!  
 

Are you interested in Canasta? A couple of 

members enjoy this card game and would like to 

get a u3a group going. Contact Judith Gibson on 

0161 788 9173, if you’d like to know more. 

 
Local History Group at Salford Histories Festival 

 
IRENE BRICE 

Members will be sad to hear of the recent 
death of Irene Brice. Irene was a u3a 

member of well over 20 years, as shown by 
her membership number of 221. Her late 

husband, Seton, was an early Chair of 
Salford u3a. 
 

Friends from the Poetry group remember 

her as “a strong lady and highly respected”, 
and “a lovely, gentle woman” full of wit and 

wisdom. She always contributed, even when 
her eyesight and health were failing.  
 

The Gardening group enjoyed her sense of 
humour and appreciated her keen interest 
and participation in all the topics discussed – 

someone it was a  pleasure to know.  
 

Until the beginning of last year, Irene was a 

regular at monthly meetings and made yet 
more friends through u3a trips and social 
activities. She was unable to attend the 35th 

anniversary lunch, the first time she had 
missed such an occasion, so her friend, Pam 

Edge, took some of the table flowers round 
to her and one of the cupcakes with ‘laugh’ 
– very suitable for Irene. She was delighted 

to hear about the day, especially that there 
had been a mention of Seton. 
 

With her humour, love of the arts and 
interest in other people, Irene clearly made 
a big impact on Salford u3a and will be 

missed by her many friends.  
 

https://salfordu3a.com/groups/


 

Other news 
We have received a generous 
donation from the family of 
one of our founder members, 
Betty Sutcliffe. The family 
always keeps Salford u3a in mind as a tribute to 
Betty, and their donations are  greatly 
appreciated. 
 

We thought it would be fitting to put this donation 
towards National u3a’s 40th Anniversary Woodland 
Appeal. The woodland is being created in the 
Brecon Beacons with a mix of native, deciduous 
trees appropriate to the site. The aim is to plant 
5,000 trees by Spring 2022 and to maintain them 
for 12 years, until they are established.  
 

Leisure and Culture 
Survey 

Following the Covid-19 pandemic, Salford City 
Council is keen to consult a wide range of service 
users and non-users on the following areas: 

• Leisure Centres 
• Sports Facilities 
• Libraries 
• Community Centres 
• Museums (e.g. Salford Museum and Art 

Gallery and Ordsall Hall) 
Your input to the survey via this link Salford survey 
would be invaluable. 
 

The Bee Network will be 
a London-style transport 
system for Greater 
Manchester which will 

join together buses, trams, cycling, and walking by 
2024, with rail incorporated by 2030.   

Accessible, affordable and easy to use, with a daily 
fare cap and single multi-modal ticket, the Bee 
Network will transform how people travel in 
Greater Manchester.  By getting involved in the 
Destination: Bee Network Conversation, older 
residents can help to bring the vision to life based 
on what’s most important to them.  

To get involved, complete the online survey before 
12 November 2021. Complete the survey here. 

Relaxed concerts at Hallé St Peter’s 
The Hallé recently performed its first ever relaxed 

concert to an audience of over 60 families living with 

dementia, and their carers. The performance took 

place at Hallé St. Peters and featured a 26-piece 

orchestra playing short, popular classical works.  

The aim of the concert was to create a relaxed, 

informal atmosphere, with audience members free to 

talk, move and clap whenever they liked. It was a 

chance for vulnerable members of the community to 

watch a world-class ensemble, and was met with 

huge excitement – many of the audience had never 

visited St. Peters or seen the Hallé perform before.  

Further relaxed concerts are due to take place in 

December, so keep an eye out for future dates. 

Autumn quiz 
1. Who wrote the ode To Autumn?  
2. Who did Autumn Kelly marry in 2008?  
3. Hedgehogs are hibernating: what is a baby 

hedgehog called? 
4. And what is the name for a group of 

hedgehogs? 
5. Squirrels are busy burying acorns. Which bird 

does the same? 
6. In November of which year was the 

Gunpowder Plot? 
7. Name the pigment which trees stop producing 

at this time of year, causing leaves to lose their 
green colour. 

8. Which celebration is influenced by the Celtic 
autumn festival, Samhain? 

9. As the days shorten, many people are affected 
by SAD. What do those initials stand for? 

10. In autumn, swallows migrate from the UK to 
Africa. On average, how many miles a day will 
they cover? 

October quiz answers  1. Barbara Castle. 2. The Jazz 
Singer; Al Jolson 3. Chuck Yeager. 4. Poliomyelitis. 5. 
1863. 6. Cat Stevens. 7. The French and Spanish navies. 
8. Martin Luther. 9. Defender of the faith: Fid Def 
appears on British coins. 10. Ewen McColl 
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