
 

 

Newsletter, January 2022 
 

Website: www.salfordu3a.com 
Email: salfordu3a@gmail.com 

Phone: 07375 779023 

Social Meeting:  10 a.m., Friday 21st January, Elm Bank Conference Centre 
Speaker: Allan Shalks: a career in radio, TV, theatre and film 

December meeting 
Members enjoyed a quiz, raffles, mince pies and 
good company at the last meeting of the year. 
The quilt made by the Quilting Group raised an 
amazing £320 and was won by Jean Waddison.  
The money will go to the “Wellbeing Fund” which 
can support our groups to do something a bit 
different e.g. having a guest speaker.  

Many thanks to the quilters, and particularly to 

Florence McCarthy for organising the raffle. 
 

2022 Social events programme 
A message from Social Secretary, Janet Ball 

It has been very difficult to book any trips for 2022 
due to the pandemic and the uncertainty of what 

might happen. Many attractions are not  
yet taking group bookings and although I have  
had many suggestions from yourselves, I have  

not yet been able to confirm any day trips.  
I hope to be able to announce at least one day trip 

at the next meeting in February. 
 

I will also be looking into booking the Annual lunch 
for later in the year to coincide with u3a’s 40th 

anniversary and hope to return to Monton Cricket 
Club where we have enjoyed many delicious meals. 

 

However, we do still have the trip to France to look 
forward to in June. For those who have booked  

to go on this trip I hope you have all received your 
updated travel documents and can return them  

as soon as possible. We will be at the social 
morning on Friday 21st January should you wish  

to hand them in there. 
 

AGM, February 2022 
Notice of our AGM is included with this newsletter, 
with minutes of the 2021 AGM.  

Membership and subs 
Please make your cheque for £15 payable to 
Salford u3a and hand it to Ken Ball at the January 
meeting, or the Convenor of any group you belong 
to will pass your cheques on to Ken and collect 
your membership card, or post your cheque to  
Mr K Ball, 65 Broadway, Irlam M44 6DG.  
 

Groups in action  
 

 
 

The Sunday Lunch Club enjoyed their first meal on 
9th January at Worsley Old Hall. It was a great 
success and they’re looking forward to future 
monthly lunches in good company.  
 

If you’d like to join, contact Lynn Taylor or Sue 
Ralph. This looks like being a popular group and, if 
it grows too large, they will split and start a new 
group so no-one need be left out. The next lunch 
will be on Sunday, 20th February. 
 

http://www.salfordu3a.com/
mailto:salfordu3a@gmail.com


 
The Science and Technology Group 
is starting the year with a talk by 
Salford u3a member, Mark Child, on 
Submarine Warfare in the two World 
Wars (mathematical analysis), on 
Tuesday, 25th January at St Paul’s Community 
Centre, Walkden. New members welcome.  
 

The French Group celebrated Epiphany with the 
traditional galette des rois, made of puff pastry and 
filled with frangipane. A tiny figurine, representing 
the infant Christ, is hidden inside and whoever 
finds it (without breaking a tooth!) wins a prize and 
is crowned king for the day.  
They are looking forward to trying out new 
materials from Coffee Break French in the new 
year, to work on improving speaking and listening 
skills. New members welcome. 
 

 
 

Walking with dogs this month will be around 
Forest Bank Park and Drinkwater Park on Tuesday, 

1st February at 10am. Meet at the car 
park on the entrance road to HMP 
Forest Bank. All welcome, with or 
without four-legged friends. 

 

The Ukulele Group made a start this month, with 
support from a tutor for the initial 6 sessions.  
There are no photos – not even a CD yet – but 
there is a suitable poem below.  
 

Art and Culture and the Walking Groups have 
posted their plans for the first part of the year on 
the website. Several other groups have planning 
meetings this month: see updates here. 
 

Debra Charnley, Convenor of the Family History 
Group writes: The group reconvened post-lockdown 
at the end of last year. In our first meeting we 
looked at what we could expect from the recently 
released 1921 census and then in our pre-Christmas 
event we explored some of the “brick walls” faced 
by members of the group and shared ideas about 
how to break them down.  
We have now finalised the programme for 2022 
which is now published on the website. Tracing 
your family history really is great fun – an amazing 
combination of detective work, social history and 
genetics. But do be warned – once the bug has 
bitten ….. 
We would be delighted to welcome new members 
and it really doesn’t matter if you are a complete 
beginner or a more experienced researcher – we 
can and do learn from each other. 
 

The Ukulele Poem 
There’s something I’ve been doing daily 
I’m learning to play the ukulele 
With just four chords I’m now in heaven 
They’re “C” - “A” – “F” – and “G7”. 
 

Perhaps I should learn to play one more? 
No, for me I think I’ll stick with four 
An extra one can’t sound much finer 
Than “C” – “G7” – “F” and “A minor” 
 

Some say with five I’d be a star 
I could expand my repertoire 
But how much better could life be 
Than “F” – “A” – “G7” and “C” 
 

A talent show I did attend 
The judges said, “Go home my friend,  
Why can’t you learn to be a chef?” 
Forget “C” – “G7” – “A” and “F” 
 

I must admit I have to say 
My tunes make people walk away 
While I know the order I can say ‘em in 
I don’t know the order I should play ‘em in! 

Thanks to Poetry Group member, Phil Austin 
 
 

 
 

https://salfordu3a.com/groups/
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Quiz: Poetry 
With thanks to Alan Corbett, 
Convenor of the Poetry Group 
1. “The curfew tolls the knell of 
parting day” is the first line of which poem? 
2. Name the first poet to be buried in Poet’s 
Corner, Westminster Abbey. 
3. Who served as Poet Laureate from 1984 until his 
death in 1998? 
4. Which poet worked for thirty years as librarian at 
Hull University? 
5. Which Irish poet was awarded the Nobel Prize in 
Literature in 1923? 
6. “April is the cruellest month” is the opening of 
which famous poem?  
7. In The Charge of the Light Brigade by Alfred, Lord 
Tennyson, how many rode into the valley of death? 
8. “If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster, and 
treat those two imposters just the same” are lines 
from which poem? And for a bonus point: these 
lines are written on the players’ entrance to which 
famous sporting arena? 
9. Who wrote the children’s poem, The Pied Piper 
of Hamelin? 
10. How many lines are there in a sonnet? 
 
Answers to last month’s quiz:  1. 7000 languages  
2. Asia  3. Flairs  4. 24  5. Czech, Italian, Norwegian, 
Japanese  6. Welsh, Turkish  7. Bangs 
8. Hors d’oeuvre  9. Aglet  10. Tittle 
 

National u3a free online events 
For Holocaust Memorial Day, 27th January, at 2pm,  
Vera Bernstein from Generation2Generation tells 
her mother’s remarkable survival story. Click here. 
 

Cryptic Crosswords for Beginners is a six-week 
course starting on 3rd February at 10am. Click here.  
 

Egyptology: the Valley of the Queens is a 
fascinating glimpse into ancient Egyptian history.  
18th February at 2pm. Click here. 
 
 

 
Elf Day is a day for dressing up and raising money 
for the Alzheimer's Society. Judith Gibson got into 
the spirit after being moved by a dementia 
awareness session she attended with other 
Committee members at the Humphrey Booth 
Resource Centre.  
 

She arranged a coffee morning with a raffle and 
memorabilia stand on 4th December: despite 
atrocious weather and traffic, the event was a 
great success and Judith would like to thank 
everyone who attended for their generosity. 
Thanks also to Elm Bank Masonic Hall who hosted 
the event free of charge. 
 

The cheque was eventually sent off to the 
Alzheimer’s Association in January as the money 
was still coming in – it eventually reached an 
amazing £600!  
 

The elves in the photo are Judith with Joy and Tony 
Watson, who do a huge amount to raise awareness 
about dementia, following Joy's diagnosis with the 
condition.  
 

If u3a members would like to attend a Dementia 
Friends session, please let a Committee member 
know and it can be arranged. 
     
  

Re the 2022 AGM ….. 
For those members receiving this newsletter 
by post, please contact Mary McBride if you 
would like a printed copy of the minutes of the 
previous AGM in January 2021.

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/holocaust-memorial-day-presentation-the-story-of-alice-svarin-tickets-232127227787
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/cryptic-crosswords-for-beginners-februarymarch-tickets-229311024447
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/egyptology-the-valley-of-the-queens-tickets-229322538887

