
 

 

Newsletter, February 2022 
 

Website: www.salfordu3a.com 
Email: salfordu3a@gmail.com 

Phone: 07375 779023 

Social Meeting:  10 a.m., Friday 18th February at Elm Bank Conference Centre 
Speaker - Sarah Kelly: a visit to the Arctic 

AGM + booking for Social activities 
 

February meeting 
This will be a busy one with the AGM, an 
excellent speaker – Sarah Kelly who last spoke 
to us about the Shipman case – and an 
introduction to the social programme for the 
coming year.  
 

Timings 
10.00 Arrive, tea and coffee 
10.15 AGM 
10.30 Speaker 
11.30 Introducing social programme for 2022 
- please attend this meeting if you want to 
book or express interest in this year’s trips 
 

AGM: Please do your best to be seated so we 

can start at 10.15 and finish on time for the 
speaker and social updates. 
 

The minutes of last year’s AGM need to be 
approved so these will be circulated with this 
newsletter, to save excess copying. A handful 
of copies will be available at the AGM.  
The Treasurer’s report will be circulated at the 
meeting. 
  
The Committee: members are elected for a 
period of five years. All current members are 
willing and eligible to serve on the Committee 
for the year ahead. They are 

Ken Ball – re-elected 2021 
Mary McBride – elected 2020 
Pat Newton – elected 2021   
Brian Pearson – elected 2018 
Sue Ralph – elected 2021  
Andy Scutt – elected 2021  
Carolyn Siddall – elected 2021 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

News from Janet Ball, Social Secretary 
Annual lunch 
I'm delighted to announce that the Annual 
lunch will be held on Thursday 7th April at 
Monton Sports and Cricket Club.  
If you would like to attend, please complete 
the booking form at the end of this 
newsletter (or via the Events page) along 
with the payment of £30 (cheques should be 
made payable to Salford u3a) and return it to 
me at the AGM social morning on Friday 
18th February. Alternatively, you can return 
to it to me by post. My address is on the 
form. If you do not have a printer, forms will 
be available at the meeting. 
 

Social Activities 
During the next social morning on Friday 
18th February, I will be revealing the two 
trips which I have organised for this year. 
The first trip is in May and I will be taking 
names and where possible payment of those 
interested in going at the meeting.  
 

Also, for the second trip much later in the 
year I will be taking names of those 
interested in going to ensure I get the 
numbers required to make the trip viable. 
For those unable to attend the meeting I will 
put out an email outlining the two trips the 
following day if there any places still 
available. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Judith Gibson is collecting used stamps  

for charity. If you have any, please bring  
them along to the February meeting,  
or to any of the monthly meetings.  

Thank you 

 

http://www.salfordu3a.com/
mailto:salfordu3a@gmail.com
http://www.salfordu3a.com/events/


 

News from Groups  
Beginners Patchwork workshop 
Do you fancy something new for ’22?  
Florence McCarthy is offering to run a 
workshop of around 3 hours for 
anyone who would like to try patchwork.  
At this stage, it wouldn’t be a regular monthly 
event but taster sessions for beginners. 
Florence would like an idea of numbers and 
suitable days: you can contact her on 07891 
102291 or florence.mcarthy21@gmail.com  

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Concerts group is newly underway.  
Eight members will be at the Bridgewater Hall 

in March, with more events 
planned for the coming months.  

See the Concerts webpage. 
If this is your kind of thing, let Mary McBride 
know so you can be added to the mailing list. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Proposed new Lunch group 
As the current luncheon 
group has reached capacity 
and there are still members 
wanting to join, it’s good 
news that Pat Newton and 

Janet Ball have offered to get a new group 
going, in order to meet demand.  
They will be meeting on the 2nd Wednesday of 
each month and calling themselves the 
Wednesday Lunchers.  
 

Pat and Janet say: The plan is for members to 
take turns organising a restaurant lunch, 
making the booking and taking the payment 
for a group of around a dozen and to try out 
new places in good company, and of course 
we’ll be willing to car share. 
So far, we have 5 names so if you’re interested, 
speak to Pat or Janet at the monthly meeting 
or contact them via the u3a email address. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 

The Science and Technology group has a guest 
speaker at 2pm on 22nd  February, at 
St Paul’s Community Centre, Walkden.  
The subject is “The Connected World 
of the Internet of Things”.  
Speaker, Marc Murphy, is the director of 
software engineering at Sancloud who are 
specialists in this area. 

All u3a members welcome. 
More information from Geoff Anthony. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Walking with dogs is attracting new 
members and would welcome more, 
with or without canine friends.  
Forthcoming walks:- 

March 1st, RHS Bridgewater: meet at 10am at 
the entrance for a canal walk 
April 5th, Heaton Park: meet at 10am in front 
of Heaton Hall 
More information from Beverley Robinson. 
 

 
Spotted on a short walk at Sale Water Park 

 

mailto:florence.mcarthy21@gmail.com
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Theatre 2 has launched their programme for 
the year with a mix of musicals and plays – see 
the Theatre webpage  
The next planning meeting is at 2.30 
on 1st March at RHS Bridgewater, or 
let convenors Kay Hodgen or Stephen 
Sowden know that you are interested. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Several of you expressed interest some time 
ago in Wine appreciation and we 
haven’t been able to act on it yet.  
Ken Ball is happy to bring people 
together to discuss the practicalities 
and particularly to identify a convenor, 

as he will not be taking that on.  
If this runs like most of our groups, with 
members contributing ideas and sharing the 
lead, the convenor role should mainly be co-
ordinating rather than “running” the group.  
Contact Ken to be kept informed and especially 
if you have ideas and/or experience to help get 
the group going. It’s likely to be popular! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Anyone interested in Canasta? Judith Gibson 
would like to hear from you to see if there’s 
scope for getting a group going. 
judithoap@yahoo.co.uk  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

See all our group details here 

https://salfordu3a.com/groups/ 

All groups are up and running and  

the website is regularly updated. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

National u3a news 
https://www.u3a.org.uk/  
Some examples of what’s on the website. 
Cuisines of the world cookery challenge 
click here 
Paint or draw: this month’s theme is ‘Gardens’ 
click here 
Poetry competition on the theme of ‘new’ 
click here 

 
 
 

Quiz: Poetry  
(thanks again to  
Alan Corbett) 
1. The poem “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud” 

by William Wordsworth, is often given 

which alternative title? 

2. In Homer’s epic Greek poem The Iliad, who 

is the principal Greek champion whose 

anger is one of the main elements of the 

story? 

3. “That there’s some corner of a foreign 

field, that is forever England” is a line from 

which poem? 

4. What was the primary made-up nonsense 

word in “The Owl and the Pussycat”, a 

nonsense poem by Edward Lear? 

5. Complete the title of the Pam Ayres poem: 

Oh, I Wish I’d Looked After Me . . .? 

6. In a 1941 speech to the House of 

Commons, Winston Churchill paraphrased 

the last two lines of which poem by William 

Ernest Henley, when he stated “We are still 

masters of our fate. We are captains of our 

souls.”? 

7. What word comes at the end of the famous 

line: “Wee, sleekit, cowrin, tim’rous . . . ? 

8. Who was appointed Britain’s first female 

Poet Laureate in May 2009? 

9. “Beauty is truth, truth is beauty” is a line 

from which John Keats poem? 

10. Which well-known female American poet 

was during her lifetime “more widely 

known as a gardener, perhaps, than a 

poet”? 

Answers to January’s Poetry quiz 
1. Elegy in a Country Churchyard (by Thomas Gray) 
2. Geoffrey Chaucer  3. Ted Hughes  4. Philip Larkin 
5. William Butler Yeats  6. The Waste Land (by T S 
Eliot)  7. 600  8. If (by Rudyard Kipling)  9. Robert 
Browning  10. 14 lines 
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Shades of Smithills Hall 
 

All manner of people lived here 

With hidden smiles and secret fears 

Now sunlight shines on bare brick walls 

As you enter, walking through stoned cobbled halls 

Medieval features are clearly defined 

Stepping back through moments of time 
 

Here history tells of a protestant martyr, betrayed 

True to his faith he wasn’t saved 

A warrant issued for his heresy 

To be judged with harsh severity 

His footprint left as a reminder 

To those now present, whose views are kinder 

In 1555 it was Marsh’s fate 

To be executed, burnt at the stake 
 

The estate records its history for evermore 

Rich nobles, and those that were poor 

Looking through the windows, admiring the views 

Of the land that once belonged to those lucky few 
 

Janet Maynard 2022 
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SALFORD U3A ANNUAL LUNCH 2022 

The Annual Lunch will take place on Thursday 7
th

 April 2022 

12.30 pm for 1.00 pm 

at Monton Sports/Cricket Club Welbeck Road Monton Eccles M30 9EH 

To reserve a place for the lunch, please return the completed form by Friday 18th March together with the 
full amount of £30 per person. Cheques to be made payable to ‘Salford u3a’. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I/we wish to reserve a place(s) at the Annual Lunch and enclose £30 per person. 

Name(s) (CAPITALS please) ____________________________________________________________ 

Phone (Home)____________________________(Mobile)____________________________________ 

email ______________________________________________________________________________ 

MENU - PLEASE TICK YOUR CHOICE 

Starters: Homemade Cauliflower & Stilton soup with herb croutons (V)                                                
Chicken liver Parfait, served with onion Marmalade and Rocket salad 
A salad of Prawn & Avocado, dressed leaves, Honey & Balsamic Glaze 

All served with a selection of Artisan Breads and Butter 

* * * * * 

Mains: Seared Chicken Breast with chorizo, black olives & sundried Tomato sauce 
Slow cooked Feather blade of Beef, Bourguignon Sauce 
Pan fried Salmon on Crushed New Potatoes, cream & chive sauce 
A vegetarian option is available on request 

All served with Chef’s Potatoes and a Panache of Vegetables 

* * * * * 

Dessert: Sicilian Lemon Tart with fruit coulis and Raspberry compote 
Warm individual Apple Tarte, Caramel drizzle, Crème Anglaise 
Terry’s Chocolate Orange Cheesecake, & Crème Chantilly 
Trio of fine Cheeses, Ale & Apple Chutney, Grapes, Crackers and Celery 

* * * * * 

Tea & Coffee served with Truffles & Chocolate 

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN THE FORM BY FRIDAY 18th March 
To:      Janet and Ken Ball 65 Broadway Irlam Manchester M44 6DQ 

email: kandjmball74@hotmail.com or phone 07743 562550 
(or hand in at the U3A Friday social meeting in February or March)
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