
 

 

Newsletter, March 2022 
 

Website: www.salfordu3a.com 
Email: salfordu3a@gmail.com 

Phone: 07375 779023 

Social Meeting:  10 a.m., Friday 18th March at Elm Bank Conference Centre 
Speaker: Louise Bentley, Lancashire Wildlife Trust 

 

Update from February meeting 
There was a good turnout of around 28% of 
the membership for our monthly meeting plus 
AGM and introduction of this year’s social 
programme. 
 

Reflecting on an “extraordinary” year, Brian 
Pearson, in his Chair’s Annual Report, thanked 
all those who played a role in keeping Salford 
u3a alive and thriving. The fact that we end the 
year with only 6% fewer members (when some 
u3as are seeing a 20% loss), with 6 more 
activity groups than we started with, and with 
our trips programme back on track is a tribute 
to everyone concerned.  

Thank you all 

The meeting confirmed the Committee 
membership for the coming year: Ken Ball, 
Mary McBride, Pat Newton, Brian Pearson, Sue 
Ralph, Andy Scutt and Carolyn Siddall. 
There will be an update on ideas for the year in 
the next newsletter, after our March meeting. 
 

Guest speaker, Sarah Kelly, 
gave an account of her trip 
to the Arctic Circle as a 

fundraiser for Maggie’s Manchester: their 
support, practical and emotional, for people 
with cancer and their families, will be known to 
many of us.  
Sarah asked for a donation to Maggie’s in lieu 
of a fee, to add to the near £10,000 she has 
raised to date. Anyone wishing to make a 
personal donation can do so here 
https://www.maggies.org/get-
involved/donate-maggies/ 
 
 
 

This year’s outings 
The trip to World of Wedgwood and Dorothy 
Clive Gardens in May is now fully booked.  
There are 5 places available for the Christmas 
trip to Thursford, Sunday 4th to Tuesday 6th 
December - a single and two twin rooms.  
Please contact Janet or Ken Ball (details above) 
if you are interested. 
 

News from Groups 
https://salfordu3a.com/groups/ 
Science and Technology had a good turnout 
for their guest speaker, Marc Murphy, on the 
Internet of Things, with questions and 
discussion. Their next meeting, 22nd March, will 
have presentations on different topics from 
group members. New members very welcome. 
Convenor: Geoff Anthony. 

 
 

The next highlight of our year is our  

Annual Lunch  

at Monton Sports Club on Thursday,  

7th April. Menu and booking form 

here  

Bring cheque and booking form to the 

March meeting or contact Janet Ball  

on 0161 288 5860 or 07743 562550 

 

http://www.salfordu3a.com/
mailto:salfordu3a@gmail.com
https://www.maggies.org/get-involved/donate-maggies/
https://www.maggies.org/get-involved/donate-maggies/
https://salfordu3a.com/groups/
https://salfordu3a.files.wordpress.com/2022/02/annual-lunch-2022-menu.pdf


 
The Sunday lunch club shared good food and 
company at The Woodside in Walkden.  
New members welcome for future lunches. 
Convenors: Lynn Taylor and Sue Ralph. 

 
 

If it’s midweek lunch you’re after, 
the Wednesday Lunchers are now 
underway and open to new 
members. They’ll be trying different 
restaurants around the area, monthly, with 
everyone taking turns to choose and book. 
Convenors: Pat Newton and Janet Ball 
 

The Art and Culture group enjoyed a 
conducted tour of the Grade 1 listed Georgian 
Lytham Hall, followed by a delicious lunch and 
chance to explore the grounds 
Convenor: Beverley Robinson. 

 
 
 

The Family History group is joining other local 
organisations at the Family History Fair at 
Manchester Central Library on Saturday,  
26th March from 10am to 4pm.  
Specialist groups include Greater Manchester 
Police Museum, Salford Cemeteries and the 
North West Film Archive. Free admission.  
Convenor: Debra Charnley. 
 

Convenor, Brian Shorten, sent this update 
about the ukulele group, Salford Ukes. 

After two months the group has 
progressed from complete novices to 
competent beginners. We’ve covered 7 
chords, learnt two songs, another planned, 

laughed a lot and made new friends. 
Our original plan was for six Fridays, 

with a teacher. We’re learning and enjoying, 
so we’ve extended for another six Fridays. 

We have vacancies in the group if you 
fancy joining us and having fun. You’ll need a 

ukulele (obviously) but we can lend you one 
for a trial. 
 

They meet at Swinton United Reformed 
Church, Worsley Road on Friday afternoons. 
The next session is 1st April, with a new 6 week 
teaching block starting on 8th April, for which 
there will be a £24 fee. 

 
 

As part of the 40th anniversary 

celebrations, u3a has launched 

this video of u3a branches in 

action  – Do Something Brilliant Today.  

What do you think? Anyone for 

kayaking? 

https://youtu.be/DgICh7ZyQDE


 

What’s on   
Manchester Open Exhibition is a 
biennial celebration of creativity 
across Greater Manchester and runs 
until 27th March at HOME.  
Tickets are free but booking is required. More 
details here.  
 

There is a Makers’ Market 
outside the Lowry Outlet on 
26th/27th March, repeated the 

last weekend of each month: you’ll find “an 
abundance of the North West’s makers, bakers 
and creators”. Click here.  
 

Events at RHS Bridgewater  
Memories of Middlewood:  
73 years of scouting runs until 

20th May. Admission free (with usual charge for 
garden entry). 
Walkies at Bridgewater returns on 22nd March 
from 3.30 to 6pm (garden open until 7pm). 
Half price entry for non-members and dogs go 
free: further dates are planned, monthly. 
Their first Spring Plant Fair is on 2nd/3rd April. 
Stalls from specialist plant nurseries, demos 
and talks. Admission free (with usual charge 
for garden entry). 
The garden is open till 6pm from 1 March:  
last entry 5pm. Booking required; free to 
Salford residents on Tuesdays. 
RHS website  
 

There is a guided tour of 2022 Banner 
Exhibition on the theme of Nothing 
About Us Without us at The 
People’s History Museum on 
Thursday 24th March and Saturday 
30th April from 11-12.  
Booking for the tour is required (£6) and places 
are limited, but you can see the exhibition 
throughout the year free of charge. Click 
here. 
 

 
 

You belong here: Artists rediscovering 
Salford’s Green Spaces is at Salford Art Gallery 
and Museum until 19th June.  
Free admission: booking not required. 
More details 
 

Buile Hill Mansion Association is looking for 
volunteers to help restore the Mansion and 
Sensory Garden for community use. Click 
here for more information. 

 

Trespassers will be 
celebrated 

To mark the 90th 
anniversary of the Mass Trespass on Kinder 
Scout anniversary, the WCML has a symposium 
on the ‘Red’ politics of the Mass Trespass and 
its legacy for today’s ‘Green’ politics of the 
climate emergency on Thursday, 21st April, 
7pm at The Eagle Inn, Collier St., Salford: free 
admission and it will also be live-streamed. 
Details from the WCML website.  
 

Gaddum has a Carers Wellbeing Course on 
Zoom, starting 11th May.  
You’ll find all their information and events for 
carers, including support groups here. 
 

Answers to last month’s quiz 
1. Daffodils 2. Achilles 3. The Soldier by Rupert 
Brooke 4. Runcible 5. Teeth 6. Invictus  
7. Beastie (from Robert Burns’ To a Mouse)  
8. Carol Ann Duffy 9. Ode to a Grecian Urn  
10. Emily Dickinson. 
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