
A Manchester life 
 

Charles Britland was born in Cromford, Derbyshire in 1798 in the shadow of 

Richard Arkwright’s first cotton mill. Following his father William’s death in the 

early 1800s, Charles and his family moved to Manchester. By 1818, Charles was 

employed at Kennedy’s Great Ancoats Street mill, and had already been working in 

the mills for nine years. He lived in Central Manchester at Riders Row and Lees St, 

both handy for reaching the mills for work. 

Charles was baptised as an adult on 23 August 1819 at Manchester Collegiate 

Church (now Manchester Cathedral). His baptism record states his date of birth as 

16 August 1798, and so he would have celebrated his 21
st
 birthday just as the 

Peterloo Massacre was taking place. 

By the time his children were born, Charles and his family had switched to become 

members of the Bible Christian Church at King St, Salford. Known as the 

“Beefsteak Chapel” after its founder William Cowherd, the chapel served the 

poorest in Salford and Manchester and typically did not charge for baptisms and 

burials. Cowherd is regarded as the father of vegetarianism, and demanded his 

congregation eat a meat-free diet. 

By 1829, Charles had emerged as a leader amongst of his fellow millworkers, 

acting as representative for the “card grinders and strippers” grievances, and 

eventually becoming secretary to their society. He also supported their interests in 

the new Manchester Mechanics Institute and its promotion of access to education 

for workers. Charles’s career continued to progress and in the 1841 and 1851 

censuses he describes himself as a book-keeper. By 1852, he is working as clerk to 

the Commissioner of Police, and is living with his family at Greenbank Square, 

Salford. After his death later that year, Charles’s family moved to Francis Terrace, 

Salford, which was to be sketched some hundred years later by L. S. Lowry. 
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