
 

Etta and Joe just before their marriage at St 

Joseph's Church, Tranmere in 1920 

An Australian secret 

 

Joseph (Joe) was born in Horwich in 1892, the third of eight brothers, to William 

Barlow (1862-1934) and Rhoda nee Whetton (1863-1953). Joe was baptised on 25 

September at Holy Trinity Church, Horwich. His future wife, Elizabeth Bridgetta 

Doylerush (always known as Etta), was born in 1899 in Belfast, but grew up with 

her with her family in Tranmere. 

Joe worked as a fitter at the Locomotive 

Works in Horwich and lost an eye in an 

industrial accident. The family moved to 

Manchester (Joe must have changed his job), 

and lived in many different houses, each 

provided by the railway company. 

There were four children: Patricia, Irene, 

Francis (Frank) and Josephine Valerie 

(Valerie). Etta's sister Dorothea had emigrated 

to Australia in the early 1950s and their son 

Frank emigrated to New Guinea and later lived 

in Australia. Joe and Etta were desperate to 

follow them but, in the 1960s, Joe – a pipe-

smoker - suffered from cancer of the tongue, 

and Australia would not have him. His 

treatment at The Christie Hospital, however, was successful and in 1970 they were 

allowed to go. Sadly their dream did not last long and both Etta and Joe died in 

Australia in the early 1970s. 

My mother Irene, and her younger sister Valerie in particular, never understood 

why their mother would leave them (forever as it turned out) to live near her sister 

in Australia. It was only after Etta and Joe's deaths that we learnt that Dorothea was 

not in fact Etta's sister but her eldest daughter. Dorothea had been brought up by 

Etta's mother so it was easy for everyone to assume that she was indeed Etta's 

sister. This secret was kept until just before Dorothea died in 2003. 

Prepared by Helen Wiles. 

Joe and Etta are her maternal grandparents. 


