
A new life in Canada 

 

Susannah Smith’s start in life was a difficult one. Based on the stories passed down 

through her family, Susannah was probably born in Stalybridge in August 1873 

although, to date, no birth registration or baptism 

record has been found for her. Her mother was born 

Mary Ann Smith and it is thought she married an 

Edward Smith, and that Susannah was their only 

child. 

Mary Ann remained close to her two married sisters, 

Lucy and Mary Jane, living with or close to their 

families in Salford from the early 1870s onwards and 

working in the silk industry. 

However, life for Susannah and her mother took a turn for the worst. Mary Ann fell 

ill and was admitted to the workhouse hospital (Salford Union Infirmary). Susannah 

went to live with her aunt Lucy initially but by November 1884 was admitted to the 

local childrens home. Admission records show that Susannah’s mother, Mary Ann, 

was “hopelessly ill” in hospital and her father dead. Susannah was suffering from 

damaged and painful feet (perhaps due to having had no proper shoes).Two years 

later, in November 1886, Mary Ann died from heart failure in the workhouse 

hospital. 

Within a few months (May 1887) of her mother’s death, at 

just fourteen years old, Susannah was bound for Quebec, 

Canada aboard the SS Sarnia. Susannah was destined for 

employment as a domestic servant and was placed with a 

family in Moscow, Ontario. Susannah herself married in 

1895 and went on to have a family of her own: her 

descendants still live in Canada today.  

Susannah kept in touch with her Salford relatives. Her aunt Mary Jane and family 

travelled to Canada to see her, before moving on to settle in Brooklyn, New York. 
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Susannah is her first cousin (three times removed). 
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