
 

 

Newsletter, May 2022 
 

Website: www.salfordu3a.com 
Email: salfordu3a@gmail.com 

 @salfordu3a                 Phone: 07375 779023 

 
Social Meeting:  10 a.m., **Friday 27th May** at Elm Bank Conference Centre 

Speaker: Jenni Smith, Chair of Buile Hill Mansion Association 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
You may have noticed we are now live 

on Twitter. If you have an account, 

please follow us @salfordu3a 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Our April Social Meeting 
 

Members enjoyed Jack Morris’s history of the 
world famous Bury Black Pudding from Bury 
Market, and his many successes over the years 
in international competitions. 
Afterwards, Jack did a good trade in black 
puddings, with all proceeds going to charities 
he supports. 
 

Group news 
The Local History group has a guest speaker, 
David Astbury, speaking on ‘Prince Albert: 
Consort and Manchester man’,  at 1.30pm on 
Wednesday 18th May in the Parish Hall of 
Monton Unitarian Church.  
Non-members of the group who would like to 
attend, please email Mark Child in advance 
mark.child@chem.ox.ac.ok 

 
 

Wine appreciation Group launch 
The long-awaited first meeting 
is on Tuesday, 24th May at 2pm 
at Elm Bank and will include a 
blind tasting followed by a 
planning meeting to agree how 
the group will run including 

practicalities such as costs, venue and safe 
travel. Ideas include sessions with a wine 
trader, an annual dinner with wine tasting 
and maybe a trip to a UK vineyard. 
 

Thanks to Estelle Louw for getting things 
moving. She has support from a couple 
who have previously run a similar group 
and can give some helpful guidance. 
Please contact estlouw@yahoo.com if you 
would like to attend: Estelle needs to know 
how many to plan for. 
 

Garden group: update from Sheila Thomas. 
We met in April and discussed "garden pests", 
noting that the RHS now refer to these as 
"garden visitors" which we should learn to live 
with! We also shared plant cuttings and had 
our usual little quiz (6 questions only). 
In May we will be visiting the RHS Bridgewater 
again. Our last visit as the Garden group was 
last October, so we are expecting to see 
many changes in the general garden planting. 
We seem to be fortunate that we meet each 
month on a Tuesday as this coincides with the 
"free to Salford residents" day.  
The following month we will be out and about 
again - visiting the Winton Community Garden, 
also called the Cleavely Forest School Garden 
or something similar. 
New members welcome: contact Sheila 
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Science and technology group: 
update from Geoff Anthony.  
Thanks to everyone who 
attended the last meeting, and 
to David and Carole for their presentations.  
David’s practical demonstration of the 
conservation of angular momentum showed 
why we stayed upright on our bicycles and 
could increase our spin on the ice rink or in a 
swivel chair. 

Carole gave an overview of the book “Age 
Matters” and is willing to lead further 
discussions into the various topics covered by 
the book.  

We also saw the video  “Watching the End of 
the World”  and (sad as it was) some of you 
wanted to watch it again at home. You can 
access the video here .  
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 24th May, with 
guest speaker Jonathan Adams on “Control of 
Emission of Electrical and Combustion 
Vehicles”.  Jonathan is a Consultant Calibration 
Engineer at Bentley Motors and a specialist in 
this area. 
New members welcome: contact Geoff 
 

The French group has increased its numbers 
since the beginning of the year. They are using 
Coffee Break French – short pieces in French at 
full speed, then a more manageable speed, 
with questions to check comprehension. 
Homework is based on that week’s texts and  
only one member has tried to get away with, 
“Le chien a mangé mes devoirs”. 
New members welcome: contact Mary 
McBride 
 

Art and culture had a very interesting tour of 
the Bridgewater Hall – a fascinating insight into 
the architectural demands of developing a 
modern day concert hall.  
Convenor: Beverley Robinson 
 

The small but keen Italian group has 
progressed to stage 2 of their BBC 
course so are now Beginners + 
Convenor: Mary McBride 
 

Ukulele group: update from Brian Shorten. 
The group is going well, learning the basics of 
two songs at the last meeting, so our play book 
is getting full.  
We’re in the last couple of weeks of our 
second group of lessons with a teacher, which 
we intend to extend for another six weeks. 
Dates will be on the website. 
We have a wide range of skills, from beginner 
to experienced, but we are all improving and 
growing into a tight group, everyone helping 
each other and enjoying playing. 
If you are an experienced player looking for a 
group, or a beginner wanting to learn, Salford 
Ukes is the group for you. 
New members welcome: contact Brian 
 

 
 

Quiz group 2 
Thanks to convenor Alan Corbett for this quiz.  
1. Sphagnum is a variety of which plant?  
2. Who wrote the poem Lochinvar? 
3. Which Irish writer wrote the 1992 book An 
Evil Cradling about his time as a hostage in 
Beirut? 
4. Which seaport on the north-east coast of 
Brazil was formerly called Pernambuco? 
5. Who would wear a custodian helmet in 
England and Wales? 
6. In which county is the Beamish Open Air 
Museum located? 
7. Lapine is the fictional language spoken by 
rabbits in which 1972 novel? 
8. What term is given to the practice of 
growing trees and shrubs? 
9. Which actress won an Oscar for As Good as 
it Gets? 
10. The moon Io belongs to which planet? 
New members welcome: contact Alan.  
 

https://youtu.be/p9e8qNNe3L0


 
THE PAINTED VEIL, W SOMERSET MAUGHAM 

Book Review May 2022 by Carole Bowler  
 

Book Club 1 enjoyed 

reviewing their annual classic 

read, The Painted Veil, by W 

Somerset Maugham set in 

Hong Kong.  Kitty is married to 

Walter, who she does not 

love, a bacteriologist, a 

bookish, nerdy, type who likes 

being left alone while Kitty is the social 

butterfly and likes being with people.   
 

Before long Kitty starts having an affair with 

Charlie, one of the top-ranking diplomats there 

and Walter’s boss.  Walter discovers their affair 

and gives Kitty an ultimatum:  she can either 

go with him to mainland China while he helps 

out with a cholera epidemic or ask Charlie to 

divorce his wife and stay with him, which 

Charlie declines to do. She opts for the 

punishment.  
 

In China Kitty meets some fascinating people 

and has some interesting experiences and she 

undergoes a deep awakening which hasn’t 

happened to her before.  Kitty was not a very 

nice character in the beginning but her 

transformation in the second half of the book 

is beautifully depicted.  You will have to read 

the book to find out what happened. 
 

The book was written in 1925 and a book of its 

time. It’s very much a Marmite read!   The 

majority of the members of Book Club 1 

enjoyed it, the men scoring low and the 

women high, scores ranging from 10 to 2.  

Many members have now been encouraged to 

read more W Somerset Maugham novels.   
 

There is one vacancy in Book Club 3: contact 

Lynda Pearson. 

 

The Play reading group has recently finished 
an Alan Ayckbourn play and is embarking on 
another. He is a regular for the group as 
convenor Ann Teale says, “Well, I suppose he 
has written more plays than Shakespeare”.  
The group is at capacity, with a waiting list of 
interested members; if anyone would like to 
get a new group going, do get in touch. 
 

The Quilt group continues to make Linus quilts 
for children in hospital locally and have also 
started making them featuring blue and yellow 
fabric which they hope will be sent to those 
who have a Ukrainian connection (a good u3a 
connection with those colours, too) 
 

 
 
 

 

The Short Walks group visited Borsdane Wood 
in Hindley recently. The wood has been chosen 
as one of 70 ancient woodlands throughout 
the UK to be dedicated to the Queen on her 
Platinum Jubilee.  
The Queen’s Green Canopy aims to raise 
awareness of precious green spaces around us, 
and the importance of preserving them for 
future generations.  
More information can be found via this link. 

https://www.wigan.gov.uk/News/Articles/2022/May/Borsdane-Woods.aspx


 

 
Walkers at Borsdane Woods 

 

u3a regional and national events 
Celebrating u3a’s 40th birthday, 
the Anniversary Quilt on the 
theme of Positive Ageing will 
make its first appearance at the 
Whitworth Art Gallery on  
17th June, before travelling round the country. 
 

The date clashes with our monthly meeting but 
our Chair, Brian Pearson, will represent Salford 
u3a at the event. If anyone would like to 
attend, book here 40th Anniversary - The 
'Great Reveal' of the Anniversary Quilt Tickets, 
Fri, Jun 17, 2022 at 11:00 AM | Eventbrite  
 

Also in celebration of the 40th 
Anniversary, the Gardening 
Group of Southport u3a is 

creating a Show Garden at 
Southport Flower Show. They’ll also have a 
stand to spread the word about u3a. 
The Flower Show runs from 18-21 August 
2022. There is a discount for u3a members, 
with tickets for £18, compared to the gate 
price of £27, using the promotional code 'u3a' 
when booking on the website Southport 
Flower Show | UK Garden Show 
 
 
 
 

The NW Region u3a Summer School runs from 
16th – 19th August in Carlisle. There are courses 
on archeology, art, ukulele, geology, literature 
and creative knitting. 
Further information and booking here. 
 

The above link also takes you to u3a’s National 
Research and Shared Learning Conference in 
Preston on 3rd August. The programme 
includes a display of members’ projects plus 
precentations and lunch. The conference 
welcomes those already involved in u3a 
research/shared learning projects, plus any 
u3a member who wants to know more. 
 

This year’s u3a national Creative 
Writing competition runs until 16th 
June. Submissions of up to 1500 words 
are invited on the theme of ‘Openings’ 
https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/national-
programmes/creative-writing-2022 
 
Other news and events 
Please consider completing this survey of 
pharmacy services in Salford for Salford Health 
and Wellbeing Board. You can access the 
survey via this link. 
 

Over the Queen’s Jubilee 
weekend, 2nd – 5th June, shop 
windows, streets, squares and 
even statues will be bursting into 
bloom for the Manchester 
Flower Show, including 10 
professionally designed displays  

https://www.visitmanchester.com/ideas-and-
inspiration/the-manchester-flower-show  
 

The RHS Flower Show at Tatton Park runs 
from 21st – 25th July, with a RHS Members day 
on Wednesday 21st July. More details here. 
 

Eccles Town Hall reopens in June with a full 
programme of events 
https://ecclestownhall.org/events/  
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