
 

 

Newsletter, July 2022 
 

Website: www.salfordu3a.com 
Email: salfordu3a@gmail.com 

@salfordu3a              Phone: 07375 779023 

 
Social Meeting:  10am, Friday, 15th July at Elm Bank Conference Centre 

Speaker: Co-op Estate Planning: practical guidance for later life financial planning 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Our June Social Meeting 

We had an entertaining morning with Sid 
Calderbank and his Lancashire dialect poems and 
songs. His animated presentation brought them to 
life – and he was kind enough to give us an outline 
in ‘standard’ English, to ease us in gently. 
For those of you who missed Sid or would like to 
hear more of him, you’ll find him here on YouTube 
with another poem from Ned Waugh. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Well, it worked last 

month! Rita Lewin 

volunteered for the roles 

of Minutes Secretary and 

Venues Co-ordinator - 

Thanks Rita! - and has attended her first 

committee meeting.   
 

Now we’re looking for someone to fill the 

role of Group Co-ordinator. This would be 

ideal for an experienced convenor or 

someone who enjoys starting and running 

groups.  

More details are on the website 

To discuss this position, please contact 

Brian Pearson or Mary McBride. 
 

 
 
 

Last month, Brian 
Pearson was at the 
Whitworth art gallery 
representing us at the big 
reveal of the u3a 40th 
anniversary quilt.  
 

U3a members from 
Wigan, Potters Bar and 
South Manchester 
outlined what their 
panels represented and how they made them. The 
South Manchester quilter was Russell Ramsden, 
just to break the stereotype, and the Wigan panel 
represented diversity and inclusion. The 
professional quilter who put the 40 panels 
together was very professional and amusing.  
 

NW u3a Trustee Neil Stevenson unveiled the quilt 
and explained that to be able to display it in the 
Whitworth, it had to be deep frozen to kill off any 
bugs! 
 

>>>Information event for all members<<< 
Following the July social, all members 

are invited from 11.30 - 12.30 when many 
of our local organisations will be on-

site with stands to advise on health and 
wellbeing, finance and legal issues, 

digital skills and more. 
See the Latest News page for further 

details. 
All members are welcome. 

http://www.salfordu3a.com/
mailto:salfordu3a@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/71hgHTBfoQY
https://salfordu3a.com/committee/
https://salfordu3a.com/latest-news/


 

Raising our profile 
We all know about the benefits of 
u3a, but as an organisation, we have a 

low profile among the large chunk of the 
population that are around retirement age or 
above – about 49,000 in Salford. We’re tackling 
this in a variety of ways: 
 

Website: www.salfordu3a.com 
It looks fabulous, is always up to date and 
is full of information/photos of our 

activities. 
Last month saw our highest ever traffic – a 
whopping 10,500+ page views, a new record!  
 

The Membership form was 
downloaded from the website 23 
times last month – let’s hope they all 

sign up. Numbers are steadily increasing and 
getting back towards pre-covid levels - we now 
have 311 members and will always welcome more. 
If you know anyone who might be interested, 
please spread the word. 

 

Since we joined Twitter in April, we’ve 
gathered 34 followers.  
Some of these are individuals – if you 

have an account, please follow us – and some are 
organisations such as Visit Salford: they have a 
following of over 10,000 so when they re-tweet 
something of ours, which they do, it has a huge 
reach. Social media may not be your thing but it is 
for many, and it can help us reach new audiences. 
 

Committee members have had 
information stalls at recent events – a 
Citizens’ Panel and a Carers Week 

meeting, hosted by Salford City Council and 
Salford NHS Clinical Commissioning Group.  
We’re taking opportunities to build contacts with 
other organisations while publicising Salford u3a.  
 

Your ideas for spreading the word about Salford 
u3a would be very welcome. If you can suggest 
outlets for our Welcome to Salford u3a leaflet, or 
any groups we could talk to, please speak to any 
committee member. 

Thank you  

 

Group news www.salfordu3a.com/groups 
 

From Sheila Thomas, Garden Group Convenor 
On Tuesday, 28th June the Garden group visited 
the Cleavley Community Forest Garden at Winton 
(see photo) where we spent a pleasant and 
enjoyable morning. We were given a short talk and 
tour of the garden site where we heard about the 
progress so far and the plans for the future.  
We also had drinks at the Ivy Den outdoor cafe. 
Our next meeting, on Tuesday 26th July, will be 
held at Eccles Congregational church where we will 
discuss climate change and its effects on gardening 
in general. 

 

Anyone interested in a pre-
Christmas performance of 
Handel’s Messiah?  

The Concerts Group would be very happy for you 
to join them at the Bridgewater Hall at 6pm on 
Saturday 10th December.  
It’s likely to be popular so we’ll be booking at the 
end of this month: side stalls, £32.50. 
See other planned concerts on our webpage. 

 
For Messiah, contact Mary McBride by 25th July. 

Pat Hayworth 
We were sad to hear of the recent death of 
Pat Hayworth. Pat and her husband, Richard, 
were regular members of the walking group 
before the pandemic. Sadly, they have not 
walked with us since. Our sympathies to 
Richard and their family and friends. 

http://www.salfordu3a.com/
http://www.salfordu3a.com/groups
https://salfordu3a.com/groups/gardening/
https://salfordu3a.com/groups/concerts/
https://salfordu3a.com/groups/concerts/


 
Do you know about Salford u3a’s very own quilt? 

You can see it on display at Eccles library. 
 

 
 

Here’s the story from Quilting Group convenor, 
Irene Waterhouse. 

 

In January 2016 our 2 quilting groups decided to 
make a quilt to celebrate the 30th anniversary of 
Salford u3a, this was completed in October of that 
year. The quilt was raffled and eventually it was 
donated to a local library. 
 

The idea of a bookcase quilt came from a Pinterest 
app. and I thought what a good idea it would be to 
ask each of our members to contribute to the quilt 
by making a block showing what came to their 
mind when thinking of Salford. These were 
represented as pictures sitting in the bookshelf. 
 

The quilt was made up in sections using a variety 
of techniques including digital printing, patchwork, 
appliqué and embroidery. 
 

Since the background was a bookcase, the sections 
illustrating the books had titles such as A Taste of 
Honey, Love on the Dole, Harold Riley, L S Lowry 
etc. along the ‘spines’.  
 

At the beginning the task seemed daunting but we 
soon found that making the quilt was most 
enjoyable and are very pleased that it has found a 
home in a public place. 
 

We are now looking at ideas for the next year’s 
quilt as well as continuing with our charity quilts 
for children in hospitals and refuge centres. 
 

*** NEW GROUP: SATURDAY STROLLERS *** 
The plan is for walks as follows: 

• Maximum 1 hour/2 miles 

• Flat, on firm surfaces 

• Saturday morning/occasional Sunday 

• Within the Salford borough 

• Arranged around public transport  

• Finishing at a café  
We’ll start with Parr Fold Park, Walkden, at 10.00 
on 23rd July. Let Mary McBride know if you’d like 
to join, so we don’t leave you behind. 
 

The Wine Appreciation Group had an 
enjoyable June meeting, tasting wines 
from 4 different grapes, mainly from 
Southern Italy.  
Thanks to Chris Fowler for the choices, 
and Chris will be making the selection for the next 
meeting on 29th July – Chardonnay from different 
countries. 
Future meetings are planned for 27th September 
and 25th October at the Polish Centre in Winton. 
This group is new and growing so contact Estelle 
Louw for more information. 
 
 

 

Exploring Greater Manchester visited Uppermill. 
 Is Pat considering a dip? 

 
A date for your diary: A jubilee fair will be taking 
place at Worsley Green on Sunday 10th between 
11am and 4pm and amonst others, Wigan Ukelele 
group will be performing with all proceeds to 
charity. 

https://salfordu3a.com/groups/quilting/
https://salfordu3a.com/groups/wine-appreciation/


 

Salford u3a hits France! 
Another trip planned for 2020 … then 2021 … 

finally happening in 2022. 
Here’s a report compiled by Janet Ball from 

comments from the happy travellers. 
 

Our long-awaited trip to France in June was well 

worth the wait. It was a wonderful, memorable 

experience and really enjoyed by all.   

We started the trip by spending a couple of 

enjoyable hours visiting the museums in Hull. This 

was followed by a very comfortable overnight 

crossing to Holland before journeying through 

Belgium to France. Stopping enroute at the 

beautiful city of Arras.  

During the trip we visited the Palace of Versailles.  

The gardens and Palace were spectacular, although 

the chateau was very busy.   

 

Eyeing up the décor at Versailles 

Next day we visited the natural beauty of Monet’s 

gardens in Giverny.  We arrived just as they were 

opening.  This was perfect timing as there were not 

many people there and we had plenty of time to 

spend in the beautiful gardens and Monet’s home.  

A ride on the little train around the old city of 

Rouen with all its churches and Cathedral spires 

finished off the day. 

On the return journey to Rotterdam, we stopped at 

Ypres where we visited the Menin Gates which was 

very moving.   

 
At the Menin Gate, Ypres 

 

Although everyone arrived back home tired, we 

had spent five days visiting some wonderful places. 

During this holiday we were driven around by our 

excellent driver Simon. His coach was immaculate 

and extremely comfortable. It was so much fun 

going on holiday with a group of friends and we all 

had a great time together. 
 

As ever, the organisation of the trip  
by Janet and Ken has been hugely praised.  

Thanks to them for all the work they put into this 

trip and into the whole social programme. 
 

You can see many more photos in the two website 
galleries. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

     7.30 Friday 15th July  
       Eccles Town Hall 
 

Eccles Community Choir concert featuring 
➢ a Tribute to Sondheim 

➢ medleys from Queen to Rogers and 
Hammerstein 

➢ and favourites from the 60s and 70s 
 

Refreshments, licenced bar and raffle 
Tickets £5 on the door 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

https://salfordu3a.com/galleries/france-june-2022-gallery-1/
https://salfordu3a.com/galleries/france-june-2022-gallery-1/

