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Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, 1926 - 2022 
 

“When I was 21, I pledged my life to the service of our 

people, and asked for God’s help to make that vow. 

Although that vow was made in my salad days, when I 

was green in judgment, I do not regret nor retract one 

word of it.” 
 

Her Majesty’s funeral will be on 19th September. All our activities will be cancelled that day. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Last month’s meeting 
Our speaker, Marilyn Shalks (left), gave us a history of live theatre in and 
around Manchester. She has catalogued a huge collection of programmes and 
playbills going back to the early 1800s. Manchester has hosted all the stars of 
their day, from a 5-year-old Charlie Chaplin to Sarah Bernhardt and W C Fields, 
by way of performing pigeons.  
 

We also welcomed Dr Eve Blezard, Research Fellow at Salford University, to 
talk about her current research into how age-friendly activities were affected 
during and post Covid-19. She is looking for people to join a focus group of 4-8 
people to meet for an hour, either online or in person.  If you could help with 
this, please see Eve’s message at the end of this newsletter.  
 

 An appeal for help in running this great u3a of ours 

The u3a is based on principles of self-help and mutual aid, sharing the work 
and the responsibility in everything we do. That’s why we have convenors, 

not leaders, as all of us share the leadership in any group we belong to, helping 
in whatever way we can. 

We need to fill two key roles on the Committee.  
One is Groups Coordinator, as previously advertised. The other is Membership Secretary.  
Ken Ball has filled the Membership role wonderfully for the past seven years and has decided to step 
down from the Committee at the AGM in February. This is an essential committee role, with 
responsibility for maintaining membership records and managing all administration relating to 
membership. Everything is in good order, thanks to Ken, with clear systems in place.  
Have a look at the information here and please speak to Brian Pearson if you could help with either of 
these roles.  
 

Christmas 3-day trip to Thursford, Norfolk 
There is a twin/double room available for this trip, leaving on Sunday, 4th December  

and returning on Tuesday 6th. As well as the Christmas Spectacular at Thursford, you’ll visit the Lincoln 
Christmas Market on the way there, and the National Arboretum on the return journey. 

Contact Janet Ball for more information. 

Social Meeting:  10 a.m., Friday, 16th September at Elm Bank Conference Centre 

Speaker: Roger Browne: a musical and comical look back at wartime Salford  

Can you 

help? 

http://www.salfordu3a.com/
mailto:salfordu3a@gmail.com
https://salfordu3a.com/more/committee/


Group news  
https://salfordu3a.com/groups/ 

Theatre 2 had another great afternoon at the 
theatre, last week.  
 

Tricia Harris says: I’d highly recommend We Will 
Rock You. It’s brilliant. Not at all what I 
imagined but I think we all thoroughly enjoyed 
it. I’m not normally keen on Ben Elton but it was 
so well written and funny and the musical 
performances were excellent. Best show I’ve 
seen in a long time. See it if you can. 
 

Coming up later this year: Blood Brothers at the 
Lowry and What’s Love Got to Do With It? at the 
Opera House. Their next planning mtg is on 7th 
November at 10.00 at the RHS Bridgewater café.  
 

~~~~~ 
Peel Park was new to several of the Strollers: 
it seems to be something of a hidden gem in our 
city, and is well worth a visit – especially with 
the added attraction of the Museum café.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Thanks to Sheila Thomas, Convenor of the 
Garden group, for this update. 
 

On Sunday, 4th September, the Garden group 
and other u3a members visited Ness Gardens in 
Cheshire. The date was chosen to coincide with a 
Plant Hunters Fair and Sale.  
 

The gardens are in a beautiful setting with 
some splendid views across the Dee estuary. 
There are many pathways for walking and also 
strategically placed benches for sitting and 
taking in the views.  
 

These factors, together with the warm, fine 
weather contributed to a lovely day out. 
 

 
Photo: Andy Scutt 

 

Remembering Bill Charnley 

We were sad to hear of the recent death of 
longstanding u3a member, Bill Charnley, shortly 
after his 94th birthday.  
Bill was a keen walker, initially with the long and 
short walks groups, latterly moving to local walks.  
He was great company and enjoyed all the 
sociability involved, plus the walking holidays.  
He was also an active member of the Local 
History group and is fondly remembered by all 
who knew him there.  
Bill made good friends in Salford u3a, many of 
whom kept in touch with him when his health 
meant he had to give up his regular walks, a 
couple of years ago.  
Our sympathies to his daughter, Debra, and to all 
who had the pleasure of knowing Bill.   

https://salfordu3a.com/groups/


Charity fundraisers 
(for the Clinical Trials and Experimental 
Medicine Team at the Christie) 
The Coffee and Cake afternoon hosted by 
Beverley Robinson raised an impressive £566. 
 

Coming up: Ladies Fashion Show, Friday 23rd 
September, 7.30pm at Elm Bank 
Tickets: £5 (includes a glass of bubbles) 
07756 439602   ralphsue41@outlook.com 
 

Support organisations  
Bereavement 
Greater Manchester Bereavement Service has a list 
of organisations supporting people in Salford  Click 
here 
 

Caring 
Gaddum offers advice and support – practical 
and emotional - for carers in Salford.  
They have a weekly drop-in in Walkden, a men’s 
support group and regular events and 
workshops such as caring for someone with 
dementia, and carers’ rights. 
Contact them at salford.carers@gaddum.org.uk  
or call 0161 834 6069. 

 
Finances 
Free, impartial advice from MoneyHelper  
freephone 0800 138 7777 
 
and Citizens Advice Salford  
freephone 0808 278 7802 
 
 
 

What’s on? 
Music: special offer to Salford residents. 
Book tickets to see the BBC Philharmonic for 
just £4 (stalls seats). Use the promo code 
SALFORD before booking your seat at 
www.bridegwater-hall.co.uk or call 0161 907 
9000 and quote SALFORD.  
Applies to concerts on 24th Sept, 15th and 29th 
Oct, 12th Nov and 7th Dec. 
 

Bat Walks at Blackleach 27th Sept  Blackleach Bat 
Walk | Facebook 
and Clifton, 28th Sept Clifton Bat Walk | Facebook  
Free, but booking advised. 
 

 

Squirrel at Blackleach, unperturbed by bats 
 

RHS Bridgewater 
New Hidden History Tours.  
£5 for Salford residents on Tuesdays; £5 for 
members (else £10) on other days. The tour 
takes 2 hours and is on selected days only.  
Worsley Gin Drinks Masterclass: various classes 
from 30 Sep – 2 Oct: £25 
 

Salford Museum: Craft social: a monthly event, 
featuring different crafts, on the second 
Wednesday from 5.30 – 7pm. £10 per session. 
Craft Socials 2022 - Salford Museum & Art Gallery  
 

Manchester Folk Festival 13-15 Oct 
 
 
 

mailto:ralphsue41@outlook.com
https://greater-manchester-bereavement-service.org.uk/map/
https://greater-manchester-bereavement-service.org.uk/map/
mailto:salford.carers@gaddum.org.uk
https://www.moneyhelper.org.uk/en
https://salfordcab.org.uk/
http://www.bridegwater-hall.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/events/601115448229543/?ref=newsfeed
https://www.facebook.com/events/601115448229543/?ref=newsfeed
https://www.facebook.com/events/3034785390001029?ref=newsfeed
https://www.rhs.org.uk/Gardens/RHS-Garden-Bridgewater/ViewEvent?EFID=3539&ESRC=CMS
https://www.rhs.org.uk/Gardens/RHS-Garden-Bridgewater/ViewEvent?EFID=3610&ESRC=CMS
https://salfordmuseum.com/whats-on/craft-socials-2022/
https://manchesterfolk.com/


A message from Dr Eve Blezard, who attended 
our monthly social in August. 
If you’re interested in being part of a 1 hour 
focus group, either contact Mary McBride so we 
can put a group together, or contact Eve direct 
on the email she has provided. 
 
Dear Members, 

  
Firstly, thank you for the invite to your last 
monthly meeting to discuss the research 
project I am working on. We are a team of 
researchers exploring the impact of moving 
support and engagement activities 
associated with the Age-Friendly 
community/neighbourhood initiatives to 
remote and online formats. 
  
The project's next stage is to talk to staff and 
volunteers who work in organisations that 
support older people to understand how 
age-friendly activities and engagement 
were impacted during and post Covid-19. 
  
We are enquiring to see if any Group 
Convenors, members, or volunteers as part 
of another age-friendly service or group, 
would like to participate in a focus group. 
The discussion will explore your 
experiences of delivering support for older 
people through online platforms, as well as 
over the telephone and via email and land-
mail. We will also ask how organisations, 
their staff and volunteers can be better 
supported. One of the key issues we are 
interested in are the benefits (and 
challenges) that can arise from local 
organisations providing support to local 
older people, so we will also ask about that. 
  
 
The research is undertaken by the 
University of Salford and Manchester 

Metropolitan University, and the Dunhill 
Medical Trust funds it. This project has been 
reviewed and given a favourable opinion by 
The University of Salford's School of Health 
and Society research ethics panel. Anyone 
taking part would receive a more detailed 
participant information form and consent 
form. 
  
We are looking for 4-8 people, and the 
group would last about 1 hour and is usually 
held via Teams or Zoom, but it could also 
take place face to face in an accessible 
venue such as a community centre. 
  
If you are interested in taking part or want to 
learn more about the project, please 
contact: Dr Eve Blezard at the School of 
Health and Society at the University of 

Salford at: e.blezard3@Salford.ac.uk 

  
Many Thanks, 
  
Eve 
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