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*****Don’t miss our Christmas Social***** 

10.00 Friday 16th December at Elm Bank, M30 9BA 

Quizzes, raffles, mince pies, music and Christmas jumpers 

Plus our seasonal speaker, David Roughley, with  

Christmas Memories of food, films, adverts, TV specials and more … 

[quizzes on the table by 10.15] 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Last month’s meeting 

We hit a new high with 93 members at the November meeting to 
hear an informative presentation from Dave Carlos. 
Dave was editor of a computer magazine in the 1980's. In retirement, 
he uses his 40 years' experience in IT as a Cyber Volunteer for 
Lancashire Police. Dave covered the basics of online awareness and 
what changes we need to make ourselves more secure online. 
 

You’ll find a link to the websites he recommended to help keep us 
safe online on the IT Matters page of our website. 
 

Salford Food bank 
Elm Bank is making a collection for the food bank. 
If you could bring a contribution to our December meeting,  
that would be greatly appreciated. Thank you 
 

Please bring your used stamps for Judith Gibson who collects them for charity. 
 

2023 membership subs: Ken Ball will be at the December meeting for anyone who  
wishes to pay their £15 subs. Cheque payable to Salford u3a or cash, please. 

 

Dutch Delights, Spring 2023 
A coach trip is planned to Holland on Thursday 27th April 

returning Monday 1st May 2023 (5 days 4 nights), 

travelling on P&O ferries from Hull to Rotterdam & staying 

for two nights at the 4* Carlton President Hotel in Utrecht. 
 

Highlights will include … 
Keukenhof Gardens – Delft and the Hague – Windmills of 

Kinderdijk – De Haar Castle in Utrecht … and much more 
 

Price & Supplements 

Based on 2 sharing: £565 per person 

Single supplement: £100 per person 

Optional travel insurance (including Covid cover): £35 
To secure your place a £50 non-refundable deposit is required 
 

Further information from Janet and Ken Ball on kandjmball74@hotmail.com or 

07743 562550: they hope to have brochures available at the December Social 

http://www.salfordu3a.com/
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Groups update 
salfordu3a.com/groups  
 

The Short Walks group stayed local to explore 
the newly-developed Swinton Greenway.  
There was an added wildlife bonus in a flock of 
chattering long-tailed tits and a very raucous jay 
who seemed to have had enough of them. 
You’ll find a map of the Greenway here  
 

 
 

Theatre 2 has had a great 
year, enjoying eight shows in 
recent months.  
Thanks to Kay Hodgen and 

Stephen Sowden for their organisational skills 
and for all their efforts at keeping the interest 
going. Their next booking is Dangerous Corner at 
Farnworth Little Theatre in January. 
 

Kay is stepping down as convenor from the new 
year because of growing commitments on her 
time - not to mention holidays! That leaves 
Stephen on his own, which is far from ideal.  
He would like someone to share the role, and 
then to be able to hand it over.  
 

Could you help?  
If you're a member of the group - and there are 
21 members on the books - or would like to join 
and could help with the organisation, please 
contact Stephen. He will set up a meeting in the 
new year to discuss how to take this popular 
group forward. 

 

Book Group One reviewing their Christmas read, 
“The Toymakers” by Robert Dinsdale, 
whilst enjoying their Christmas lunch  

at Worsley Old Hall 
 

Remembering Sue Wyatt 

Sue’s many friends were saddened to hear 

of her sudden death in November.  

Sue was a keen member of the Theatre 

group and particularly enjoyed musicals 

with her theatre buddy, Beryl.  

In Local History, she took her turn at giving 

presentations along with her friend, Linda. 

Recently, she had helped with signing 

members in and dealing with group subs. 

Scrabble was another of her interests.  

She was a good player, good company and 

always willing to help.  
 

Sue’s funeral is on Monday 19th December 
at 12.20 at Peel Green Crematorium and 
afterwards at Elm Bank, Half Edge Lane, 
Eccles. If you plan on attending Elm Bank, 
please let Beryl Parsons know by Friday 
16th December on 07881 900988 or at          
beryl.parsons@ntlworld.com . Beryl is 
collating numbers to let the family know.  
 

https://salfordu3a.com/groups/
https://salfordu3a.com/groups/walks/short-walks/
https://beeactive.tfgm.com/schemes/salford/swinton-greenway/
https://salfordu3a.com/groups/theatre/
mailto:beryl.parsons@ntlworld.com


The final French group meeting of the year 

involved games, puzzles and pre-Christmas 

nibbles. The group has grown this year and will 

be moving back to Walkden Gateway in January. 

They have a broad range of French skills and 
enjoy a mix of speaking, listening and reading 
activities. If you’d like to brush up your French in 
friendly company, contact Mary McBride. 
 

 
French quiz games including Trivial Pursuit 

 

Lots of groups are putting together their 
programmes for next year 

 

The Paint and Sketchers are trying acrylics as a 
group, with a structured approach being taught 
by member, Brian Pearson. 
If this is something you fancy trying, contact 
Convenor, Sue Jones, for further information. 
   

The Art and Culture group’s monthly visits will 
include the Silk Museum in Macclesfield, 
Howarth Art Gallery in Accrington and Shibden 
Hall in Halifax. 
Convenor: Beverley Robinson. 
 

The Sunday Lunch Club will be celebrating their 
first anniversary in January with a repeat trip to 
Worsley Old Hall. There are plenty of volunteers 
to plan future lunches so keep an eye on the 
website for next year’s plans. 
Convenors: Lynn Taylor and Sue Ralph 
 

Birdwatchers will be out at Martin Mere, Mere 
Sands Wood and other reserves around the 
North West. They car share so don’t be put off if 
you’re not a driver.   Convenor: Gwyn Davies 

Local History will have the usual wide variety of 
topics, researched and presented by members. 
They will cover individual profiles such as 
Jerome Caminada and Alan Turing, as well as 
local institutions including the workhouse at 
Barton-on-Irwell and Salford Blind Aid Society. 
Convenor: Andy Scutt 
 

Science & Technology members are interested 
in everything from material science to world 
problems via space exploration.  
You don’t have to be a specialist, just someone 
with an interest and, ideally, willing to look into 
some of these topics so the work of the group is 
shared around. 
Convenor: Geoff Anthony  
 
Brian Shorten, member of the Wine 
Appreciation group, sent this report. 
The group met at The Wandering Palate in 
Monton last month for a cheese and wine 
tasting. We were expecting just wine, but Mine 
Host, Will, explained that beer is often as good 
with cheese, so 20 of us ate cheese and drank 
beer and wine while Will talked about grapes, 
hops and cheese. The pairings were good, and 
Will very knowledgeable. We’re very thankful 
we travelled by bus! 
Thanks to Wandering Palate for their hospitality, 
and to Estelle for organisation. 
 

 

Wine appreciation in progress 
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Thursford, Lincoln Christmas Market and the National Arboretum 

More than forty of our members set out early on the rather grey morning of Sunday 4th December for a 
Christmas trip to remember.  
We began with a visit to the famous Christmas markets at Lincoln before moving on to King’s Lynn 
where we stayed for two nights at the very comfortable Knights Hill Hotel.  
Our second day began with a guided walking tour of the stunning medieval town of King’s Lynn, where 
the rain just about held off. And then we were away to Thursford for an amazing Christmas show 
spectacular – music, dancers, acrobats and an hilarious Armenian comedian (don’t ask!). 
Our third and final day saw us heading home with a stop at the National Memorial Arboretum for a brief 
tour and lunch.  
Lots of fun, a fair bit of shopping for those last-minute gifts, and plenty of good Christmas spirit all 
round. 

Report by Debra Charnley 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               Who spotted the Bar Open sign?             A couple of VIPs awaiting their chauffeur 


