
Salford u3a AGM 18th Feb 2022, held at Elm Bank Conference Centre, Eccles  

 

Brian Pearson, Salford u3a Chair, opened the meeting, welcomed members and thanked 

them for attending the AGM. 

There were no apologies for absence. Approximately 28% of members were present. 

 

MINUTES OF THE LAST AGM, 29TH JANUARY, 2021 

These were circulated with the February newsletter, with copies available at the meeting. 

It was proposed that they be accepted as a true record. 

Proposer: Marlene Evans   Seconder: Judith Gibson 

No objections or abstentions noted. The proposal was carried. 

 

CHAIR’S ANNUAL REPORT: BRIAN PEARSON 

2021 was an extraordinary year and our u3a could not have kept going without the 

dedication of our convenors, my fellow committee members and all the others who helped 

us run things in these very unusual times.  

Please join me in thanking them all for making our u3a work this last year. 

 

We started 2021 in lockdown with 298 members, 

We lost 36 members (sadly several died and we have expressed our condolences to the 

families) but we gained 17 new folk. At year end we had 279 members – a loss of 6%. 

Some local u3as are reporting losses of 20%!! 

 

Many of our members live alone and it was vital therefore, during lockdown and after, that 

we kept in touch and made everyone feel that we would offer as much contact and activity 

as we could. 

 

KEEPING GOING. 

 

Our monthly Friday meetings continued throughout the year, on Zoom and face to face. We 

moved to new venues, after Eccles Town Hall became unavailable and it’s pleasing to see 

attendance increasing with each meeting. Our meet and greet team has grown and 

welcomes new members at the door. My thanks to Judith for leading on this and our coffee 

mornings for new members.  

 

Interesting speakers continue to hold our attention and the best ones are asked back to see 

us again! (Sarah). My thanks to Carolyn for organising this.  Although several buses pass this 

location we are currently recruiting a bank of car share volunteers to help members without 

cars. Interestingly some u3as have yet to start monthly meetings face to face and I thank all 

our members who have helped this happen for us so early on. 

 



Our Activity Groups started the year offering 29 different interests and by year end we have 

35 groups. Our Convenors met twice during the year, once on Zoom and face to face here at 

Elm Bank. Both meetings were well attended, enjoyed by all concerned and proved useful 

for gaining feedback from our leaders.  

 

Interestingly some local u3as have lost 25% of their convenors and activities but activities 

just started here include Italian, Sunday lunch, Wednesday lunch, Theatre 2, Ukelele, 

Concerts and Walking with Dogs. Soon to start will be Cinema and Wine Appreciation.  I 

thank Carolyn, Sue and Mary for our growth plan and all our convenors for putting it into 

action! Please don’t forget that some Groups do need more members. 

 

Two very successful trips ran in 2021, to Liverpool and Kynren. Janet and Ken, as usual, 

pulled off minor miracles, after months of stress, to make these work so well. They will be 

saying more about this year’s trips later in the meeting. Our trips away are a vital part of 

what we do to bring our members together as is our annual lunch. We celebrated 35 years 

as a u3a this year and held a very successful lunch here to mark the occasion and I thank Ken 

and Janet for their continued work with our trips. 

 

Let me say a little more about keeping in touch with you all. 

 

Two areas that have really taken off this year, have been the website and the newsletter.  

Our website has changed dramatically this year, with a calendarised activities matrix and 

other features making it more welcoming to current and potential members. There are 

easily accessible ways of contacting convenors and committee members more safely. My 

thanks to Andy for his work on our website. 

 

Our newsletter is now a regular monthly feature and maintains contact, especially with    

those members who can’t get here for the Friday meeting or don’t attend our activities. I 

know from feedback to me, that this is a popular new service for members who appreciate 

the articles, photos and poems in each edition. My thanks to Mary for her work on this. 

 

WHAT ABOUT NEXT YEAR? 

 

We hope to continue to offer absorbing activities for our members and think up some new 

ones to cater for those who don’t feel attracted to what we already do. Our new activities 

came about from asking YOU what you wanted to do so please don’t hesitate to get in touch 

with new ideas. We hope to start recruiting from our wider Salford population and offer 

venues accessible to all – where we can find them! 

One committee member I haven’t mentioned yet works tirelessly, behind the scenes, to 

keep the wheels of finance oiled. Let me thank Pat for coping splendidly in her first year as 



Treasurer. As a former Treasurer I know how much hard work and skill goes into keeping 

finance on track in these changing times. Thank you Pat. 

 

I’ll say a little about our Committee, at this point. This year some committee members stood 

down and may I thank Bill, Alan, Judith, John and Janet for their hard work and valued 

contribution.  

 

We will operate with 7 Committee members this year as we find this seems to give us 

enough folk to handle the business and keep meetings as brief as is practical. Under the 

terms of the Constitution this is within our quorum range and we have no immediate 

vacancies. We do, however, lack PR skills in our team make-up and would welcome advice 

from anyone with this experience, to advise the committee.  

 

Once again, I hope we have a great 2022 and thanks again to all who help make this a 

welcoming u3a to belong to. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Pat Newton submitted the accounts for 2021, circulated at this meeting. They have been 

signed off by Account Examiner, Adrian Booth. 

Adoption of the accounts 

Proposer: Carole Bowler   Seconder: Linda Grange 

No objections or abstentions noted. The proposal was carried. 

Election of Adrian Booth as Account Examiner for the coming year  

Proposer: Ann Teale    Seconder: Martin Maynard 

No objections or abstentions noted. The proposal was carried. 

CONFIRMATION OF COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP FOR 2022 

The following Committee members are eligible and willing to serve for another year: -  

Ken Ball, Mary McBride, Pat Newton, Brian Pearson, Sue Ralph, Andy Scutt, Carolyn Siddall. 

Brian asked the AGM to confirm their ongoing Committee membership. 

Proposer: Beverley Robinson   Seconder: Brian Shorten 

No objections or abstentions noted. The proposal was carried. 

The AGM ended at 10.35 
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